° 


PDN September 17, 2020_Layout 1 9/17/2020 4:11 AM Page 1 


—e— 


MISSISSAUGA | BRAMPTON | CALEDON 


a. ka re = ---— 


ay ‘ 


Photos captured by residents on Ivernia Avenue in Mississauga’s Applewood Heights neighbourhood captured the impact of a rat infestation in the local area. The issue was 
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debated by Peel Regional Council at its Sep. 10 regular meeting, in which local residents urged councillors to declare the infestation a public health issue. (Submitted) 


Small animals, big 
problems. 

Regional council- 
lors were rattled 
after hearing from 
concerned residents 
last week about a rat 
infestation has in- 
undated some 
homes in the Apple- 
wood Heights area 
of Mississauga, 
causing homeown- 
ers to deal with an 
influx of rodents 
displaced from their 
normal habitat and 
food supplies. 

"This discussion 
was long overdue 
and needed to be 
addressed," _ said 
local resident and 
Applewood Hills & 
Heights Residents' 


Association 
spokesperson 
Athina Tagidou, one 
of several partici- 
pants who spoke at 
Peel Regional Coun- 
cil's season opener 
meeting on Sep. 10 
regarding the issue. 

Subsequent _ to 
Emergency Orders 
taking effect earlier 
this summer in Mis- 
sissauga, residents 
in the Ward 3 area 
have reported 
higher instances of 
rat sightings, lead- 
ing some to set out 
traps in an attempt 
to address the prob- 
lem. Tagidou and 
fellow resident 
Ivona Kluza 
Shymko spoke of 


households _ trap- 
pa and killing rats 

y the hundreds. 

As the COVID cri- 
sis and lockdown 
have changed 
human eating 
habits, rats have 
lost their meal 
ticket. In tandem 
with losing habitat 
from increased con- 
struction and earth- 
shifting, a 
discussion between 
councillors revolved 
around rats moving 
in greater numbers 
into residential 
areas. 

"This problem is 
like whack-a-mole, 
where residents kill 
rats or simply cause 
them to move to an- 
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other location, only 
to have rats make a 
return, in a circuit," 
said Ward 3 coun- 
cillor Chris Fonseca, 
who spoke of her ef- 
forts meeting with 
the community over 
the summer and the 
frustration faced by 
both sides over the 
issue. 

A two-hour dis- 
cussion ensued ona 
motion by Fonseca, 
which was seconded 
by Ward 1 Council- 
lor Steven Dasko. 
The motion  re- 
quested that the rat 
infestation be de- 
clared a_ public 
health issue, so that 
a comprehensive, 
region-wide _ inte- 
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grated —_s response 
from the Animal 
Services and Public 
Works Departments 
could eradicate the 
problem, instead of 
causing it to move 
around. 

The motion also 
sought a framework 
which would allevi- 
ate personal finan- 
cial hardship. 

Speaking in sup- 
port of the compre- 
hensive framework, 
Ward 6 Councillor 
Ron Starr acknowl- 
edged that the rat 
infestation was not 
caused by the negli- 

ence of the resi- 

ents, and were not 
solely the clean-up 
responsibility of 


businesses who can 
cause rat exodus. 

The — discussion 
concluded with the 
motion being ap- 
proved and an addi- 
tional request of a 
financial impact of 
it to be added; as 
well as a report to 
be prepared by Re- 
gion of Peel staff to 
be brought back to 
Regional Council on 
Oct. 8. 

"One sure thing 
we learnt is that this 
rat problem has 
been going on for at 
least 10 years in 
Mississauga and the 
Region and contin- 
ues to be here," said 
Tagidou. 
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Police investigating after historic hall burned 


by Alex Gregory 


Police are looking 
for leads in connec- 
tion with an arson 
that occurred at one 
of Mississauga’s 
heritage properties 
earlier this month. 

Victory Hall, a his- 
toric property built 
in Malton in the 


early 1940s, suf- 
fered extensive 
damage during the 
arson attack, which 
reportedly occurred 
on the evening of 
Sep. 8. No injuries 
were reported in the 
arson. 

Firefighters were 


able to extinguish 
the blaze quickly, 
though the true ex- 
tent of damage to 
the site is still being 
investigated. 

The property, long 
a tourist attraction 
in the city, was 


beloved by many in 


Firefighters survey the damage outside Victory Hall in Mal- 
ton. The building was the target of an arson attack on Sep. 
8, 2020. (Photo Courtesy of Carolyn Parrish) 


the local community 
and city, said Ward 
5 councillor Carolyn 
Parrish. 

"Victory Hall is a 
valuable reminder 
of the proud history 
of Malton’s strong 
community _ spirit 
and WW2 war ef- 


forts,” Parrish said 
in a statement last 
week. “Today it is 
filled with a wide va- 
riety of community 
activities, and will 
be sorely missed 
during the restora- 
tion period." 

The property, lo- 
cated near the cor- 
ner of Victory 
Crescent and 
Churchill Avenue, 
served as a site for 
dances for returning 
servicemen during 
World War II, along 
with various events 
and parties. 

From the _ late 
1940s through the 
onset of the next 
decade, the building 
also served as an 
overflow site for stu- 
dents from the 
nearby Malton Pub- 
lic School. 

"It's so sad, Vic- 
tory Hall is a com- 


munity space that's 
home to many cele- 
brations, meetings 
and = groups,” said 
Malton BIA Man- 
ager Natalie Hart. 
“We look forward to 
Victory Hall being 
restored to its pris- 
tine heritage look, to 
function as_ that 
community hub for 


many years’ to 
come." 
New security 


measures are also 
being looked into, 
said Parrish, includ- 
ing security cam- 
eras. 

“(We are) looking 
forward to seeing 
Victory Hall re- 
stored and utilized 
as a place of celebra- 
tion once again,” 
said Heritage Mis- 
sissauga, the city’s 
historic foundation, 
in a statement. 


Province boosts local hospitals with infrastructure funding 


More than $3.4 
million is being de- 
livered to hospitals 
in Mississauga and 
Etobicoke to shore 


up infrastructure 
projects, the 
province an- 


nounced Monday. 
Local MPPs and 
Health Minister 


Christine Elliott 
were on-hand at 
Trillium Health 


Partners’ 
Queensway Hospi- 
tal to announce the 
funding, part of a 
$175 million dollar 
package designed 
to address critical 
repairs and main- 
tenance, via the 
Health Infrastruc- 
ture Renewal 
Fund. 

"Our ongoing in- 
vestments to sup- 
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port essential proj- 
ects like repairing 
roofs and windows 
and adding more 
isolation spaces 
can make a big dif- 
ference to a pa- 
tient's experience,” 
said Elliott, flanked 
by representatives 
from the hospital. 
“It's part of our 
plan to build the 
capacity we need to 
end hallway health 
care in Ontario." 
The funding will 
cover a number of 
critical projects at 
Trillium’s _ three 
sites, including re- 
pairs to elevators 
and roofs, the re- 
placement of 
HVAC _ filtration 
systems to improve 
indoor air quality, 
and the installation 


Wedding 
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of newer call sys- 
tems for nurses. 
"Maintaining 
hospital infrastruc- 
ture is another ex- 
ample of how our 
government is en- 
suring that (resi- 
dents) have access 
to health care serv- 
ices they can de- 
pend on, especially 
during these un- 
precedented 
times," said Elliott. 
"This funding is 
an important part 
of creating a better 
environment for 
our patients to re- 
cover in and will 
allow us to make 
critical infrastruc- 
ture repairs and 
upgrades across 
our three hospital 
sites," said Trillium 
CEO Michele DiE- 
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manuele. 

An _ additional 
$7.4 million will be 
invested by the 
province for com- 


munity health 
service providers 
who require urgent 
or emergent infra- 
structure needs on 
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a priority basis, the 
province said in a 
statement. 
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Former MP charged in breach of 


trust case 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


The RCMP has 
charged former 
Liberal MP Raj 
Grewal with four 
counts of breach 
of trust and more 
than $5,000 in 


aud. 

The RCMP said 
the charges were 
the result of a 
criminal investi- 
gation launched 
In Sep.2017. 

It may be re- 
called that at that 


lion-dollar _ per- 
sonal loan, but 
had failed to show 
receipts to the 
Ethics Commis- 
sioner. 

It was also al- 
leged that the 
loans were taken 
by Grewal using 
his public office 
for personal gain. 

Apart from this, 
it was also alleged 
that he used his 
office funds pro- 


Nov. 2018 after 
the case came to 
light. He said he 
was resigning for 
personal and 
medical reasons 
At the time, 
Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau 
said Grewal had 
to deal with a 
number of serious 
ersonal _ chal- 


enges, and had 
“a difficult deci- 
sion to make.” 


Firearm seized after 
truck collision 


Peel Police have 
charged a 41-year- 
old man with nu- 
merous firearm 
related offences 
after a collision this 
past weekend. 

The incident took 
place on Sep. 12, 
around 6 a.m. in the 
Bromsgrove and 
Winston Churchill 
Boulevard area in 
Mississauga, when 
emergency crews 
received word that a 
pickup truck had 
crashed into a home 
and fled the scene. 

Authorities later 
discovered the truck 


scene. During the 
course of the inves- 
tigation, a Beretta 
handgun and am- 
munition was lo- 
cated inside the 
truck. 

The driver of the 
vehicle, Rakeshwar 
Kisun, of Missis- 
sauga, was charged 
with multiple of- 
fences, including 
possession of a 
loaded firearm and 
other other charges. 

Kisun was held for 
a bail hearing and 
appeared in Bramp- 
ton court to answer 
to the charges on 


time, the RCMP vided by 
was alerted to a_ the govern- 
case of alleged ment for 
transactions while his __ per- 
Grewal was the sonal gain. 
MP for Brampton In doingso, 
East. he commit- 
In a news re- ted crimi- 
lease, the RCMP nal fraud or 
said it was alleged breach of 
at the time that trust. 
Grewal hadtaken Grewal 


out a multimil- 


resigned in 


away from 


a short distance 
the 


Sep. 13. 


7 —_—--_ ai 


\O4 


Winners announced for #ApartTogether story submissions 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


The #ApartTogether 
Contest was featured 
through the 2020 sum- 
mer of COVID-19. 

It was offered as a way 
of having writers write 
about their experiences 
and what they have 
gone through with the 
pandemic of 2020. 
Mississauga Arts Coun- 
cil offered three prizes 
for the best submis- 
sions — ist place $250, 
2nd place $150, and 3rd 
place $100. 

Mississauga Writers 
Group handled the ad- 
ministrative portion of 
the contest, but will 
also feature the submis- 
sions in their yearly an- 
thology the upcoming 
Word Fest, Celebrating 
Family, Friends and 
Neighbours. 

Heritage Mississauga 
will be posting all the 
writings to their city 
archives. 

21 submissions came 
in as poetry and stories. 
School, pet, family, sad 


and happy stories all 
came in and they were 
judged by a panel of five 
judges. All of them 
were amazed at the 
submissions and were 
happy they were a part 
of it. 

So many submissions 
were from the members 
of the Mississauga 
Writers Group, and as 
the director, I was very 
happy that our local 
residents stepped up. 

That is what it is 


about. We are a writ- 
ers’ group and we were 
given an opportunity 
that was different than 
our usual but we wrote 
about our every day 
lives and how we were 
coping. 

Our three winners 
were: Marisa — To- 
gether (poem); Angela 
— Falling of Father 
Tree, 1950 (poem); and 
Frances -—I Celebrate 


My Cats: Constant 


Companions During the 


Coronavirus Pandemic 
(prose). 

Congratulations to all 
of our winners! Their 
stories will and have 
been published in Peel 
Weekly News. 

This was our first col- 
laborated effort with a 
contest and it proved 
very successful. Our 
city is full of artists and 
writers and this just 
proves it. 
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A lockdown isn’t the answer to COVID-19 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Ontario 


reported 
313 new cases of 
COVID-19 on Mon- 
day. Many people, in- 


cluding health 
specialists and Pre- 
mier Doug Ford, have 
said that the possibil- 
ity of a second wave 
and further  shut- 


downs means _ that 
every option is on the 
table. 


THE 


FEST 


Premier Ford forgot 
that it's not a sign of 
the second wave; it's 
just a result of re- 
opening the third 
stage. If there is a sec- 
ond wave, it will be 
much worse then 
these numbers. His- 
tory already taught us 
that centuries ago 
during the Spanish 
Flu epidemic. 

While it remains to 
be seen how case 
counts change over 
the coming days, an 
immediate lockdown 
isn't the answer to 
COVID-19. 

If the premier wants 
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to slow the inevitable 
wave of infections, he 
needs to ensure now 
that the hospitals 
don't get over- 
whelmed. This means 
hospitals would be 
maxed, but not over- 
run to such an extent 
that they can't treat 
heart attacks, strokes, 
and other life-threat- 
ening ailments. 

Since we don't yet 
have a vaccine, a lock- 
down is all we have - 
the only measure that 
can flatten the in- 
evitable wave so all 
sick can be treated. 
Crude, but if we stick 


3 Weeks of Exciting Events & Performances 


Artful Revival Festival Exhibition Art Show & Sale OPENS September 16 - October 4 


Afternoon Fete and Artist Award Presentation by Special Invitation, September 17 
Jason Wilson and the Sumac Concert at the Mill, September 20 
Juror’s Walk & Talk with Steve Wilson, September 27 


Virtual Gallery Tour of 3 Galleries 


Note - ALL social distancing protocols observed 


it out, effective. 

A lockdown isn't a 
cure. It's a mecha- 
nism for a slowdown, 
that's all. It's better 
than doing nothing. 
And it will work if 
people decide not to 
act like germ-spread- 
ing morons. 

This situation is 
very alarming. People 
are gathering at parks 
everywhere. Bramp- 
ton and Mississauga 
have been roundly 
called out as hotspots 
for case counts in the 
province. 

How can they en- 
sure physical distanc- 
ing? 

If we don't know 
how prevalent the 
virus is, we can’t keep 
ue However, we 

o know how other 
coronaviruses 
out. 

The common cold is 
a good example. The 
fact is that it never 
goes away. This is 
what we are suggest- 
ing. So, why haven't 
we all succumbed to 
the Common Cold? 
There are several rea- 
sons. 

First, we have devel- 
oped some immunity 
to it, so that it cannot 
just rip through the 
population. It does 
arise from time to 
time with a new mu- 
tation, and some peo- 
ple cannot fight it off 
so easily as others. 
But in general, indi- 


play 


viduals have some re- 
sistance. 

It keeps mutating, 
and people keep get- 
ting it, fighting it off, 
and then getting over 
it and getting a new 
strain after a time. 

However, there is 
resistance in the pop- 
ulation, so that even if 
we catch a cold, it 
usually is a minor an- 
noyance. We can ex- 
pect that this is what 
would happen under 
those circumstances. 

Thus, while the 
virus may never go 
away, it probably will 
not be a significant 
problem for most of 
us. 

We have no immu- 
nity to the virus, and 
it has shown that it 
can spread through 
social gatherings, 
weddings, _ parties, 
and clubs very rap- 
idly. 

As the numbers are 
increasing from a few 
days, and maybe just 
a few days more to 
raise that number, it 
could reach thou- 
sands. We can't stop 
it, but we can slow it 
down. 

The Premier has 
been dreadfully con- 
cerned about the 
numbers today. And 
our healthcare sys- 
tems are becoming 
overwhelmed by the 
number of cases. 

Keeping up social 
distancing is the best 


SZ mississauca 


way to slow the rapid- 
ity of the spread so 
that the hospitals will 
be more able to cope 
with this. 

This is all we can do 
right now, since we 
don't have any med- 
ication that can help, 
and we will have no 
vaccine for at least a 
year. 

Therefore, social 
distancing, hand 
washing and mask- 
wearing are the best 
courses for the time 


being. 
No matter who is 
symptomatic, in a 


small or big city, the 
self-absorbed nature 
in ae Ontario is 
eve ere. 

Whole families 
show up at grocery 
stores, malls, and in- 
door retail stores. 
Most of the munici- 
palities had to block 
off parks and closed- 
off areas, even sec- 
tions of trails and 
lakes. 

But still, many bad 
apples are breaking 
the bylaw policies. 

Such is human na- 
ture. But even with a 
month of sequestra- 
tion, who knows, we 
may have a second or 
third wave. 

We cannot control it 
because we cannot 
control people, be- 
cause of the few bad 
apples. 


A windrow is the snow left at 
the end of a driveway after a 
snow plow has cleared a road. 
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Mississauga must seize the opportunity to becoming a prosperous global 
city of the future 


by David Wojcik, Mississauga Board of Trade 


As Mississauga and 
the greater region 
navigate the impacts 
of the COVID-19-led 
economic downturn, 
we find ourselves at 
a vital crossroads in 
defining the city’s 
path to fiscal recov- 
ery. 
In the realm of 
city-building, there 
are significant op- 
portunities before us 
to drive economic 
growth and_ the 
flourishing of busi- 
nesses, families, and 
individuals. 

Through substan- 
tial infrastructure 
developments and 
strategic planning 
towards our city’s fu- 
ture and = growth, 
Mississauga will be 
able to reach its true 
potential of being an 
economic, innova- 
tive powerhouse 
among Canadian 
cities. 

The significant re- 
development work 
happening on the 
site of the former 
Lakeview Generat- 
ing Station is a cru- 
cial economic engine 
for Mississauga. 


As we face ongoing 
challenges affecting 
job markets, finan- 
cial stability, and 
commercial growth 
because of the pan- 
demic, we have a 
unique opportunity 
to create a world- 
class waterfront 
community right 
here in our City. 

Lakeview Commu- 
nity Partners Lim- 
ited, the team 
behind Lakeview Vil- 
lage, has collabora- 
tively answered this 
call with a bold vi- 
sion that will change 
the course of history 
for generations to 
come. 

This scale of vision 
and its innovative 
approach to city- 
building is the key to 
Mississauga’s eco- 
nomic recovery and 
future prosperity. 

Lakeview Village is 
building a diverse 
mix of high-quality 
housing with thriv- 
ing retail and restau- 
rants as well as 
trails, parks, green 
space, and cultural 
and recreational 
amenities — all con- 
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nected to transit and 
the nearby Jim 
Tovey Lakeview 
Conservation Area. 

The community 
will also be home to 
a large-scale busi- 
ness district — set to 
become a major cen- 
tre for innovation, 
research, and em- 
ployment, of inter- 
national caliber. 

It will be a place of 
multi-sector pres- 
ence across a range 
of innovative indus- 
tries, fostering op- 
portunities for 
knowledge-sharing 
and collaboration. 

The Lakeview In- 
novation District will 


act as a business ac- 
celerator and launch 
pad for startups, at- 
tracting global inno- 
vators, investment, 
and companies as 
well as the best and 
brightest to Missis- 
sauga. 

The district’s con- 
nection to the nearby 
community, its un- 
paralleled waterfront 
location and its cre- 
ation of thousands of 
jobs will help the city 
attract and keep 
young talent. 

It will 
tourism, business 
travel, and _ large- 
scale events to a con- 
ference centre and 


draw 


hotel — extensively 
supporting local 
businesses and the 
local economy. 

To reach our City’s 
potential, we must 
seize this opportu- 
nity and begin mov- 
ing forward with the 
next phase of devel- 
oping Mississauga’s 
waterfront or risk 
missing a great op- 
portunity. 

Lakeview Village 
presents the oppor- 
tunity to create a 
magnificent mixed- 
use community and 
Canada’s largest in- 
novation district 


while contributing to 
region’s 


the eco- 


nomic growth. The 
opportunity is 
unique and the time 
for it to launch is 
now, if we want to 
see Mississauga be 
prosperous and 
thriving in this next 
era. 

When we embrace 
opportunities like 
this one, Missis- 
sauga can and will 
become a flourishing 
global city of the fu- 
ture. 


David Wojcik is 
the President and 
CEO of the Missis- 
sauga Board of 
Trade. 
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Trudeau should be complimented for handling the COVID-19 pandemic 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Six months had 
passed since the first 
death from the coro- 
navirus in Canada, 
when an older man 
died in Vancouver in 
March. May was the 


most dangerous 
month, followed by a 
decline in COVID-19 
cases over the sum- 
mer. 

Contrary to popu- 
lar belief, Canada 
does not have a 
higher record of 
deaths due to 
COVID-19. For ex- 
ample, if there are 
approximately 2,753 
confirmed cases of 
coronavirus in 
Canada, then there 
are 307 cases per 
million people in 
Australia, 247 cases 
in New Zealand and 
148 cases in Japan. 

The coronavirus 
has killed 227 people 
per million in 
Canada, verssus 7.7 
in Japan, 4.5 in New 
Zealand and 4.1 in 
Australia. 


Canada has a bet- 
ter record than the 
United Kingdom 
and the United 
States in terms of 
COVID-19cases and 
deaths from the dis- 
ease, but we have a 
poorer record com- 
pared to other devel- 
oped countries. 

It is essential to 
provide statistics on 
cases and the result- 
ing deaths so that 
the public will be 
ready when Prime 
Minister Justin 
Trudeau delivers the 
Throne Speech 
when Parliament 
opens on Sep. 23. 

Trudeau is ex- 
pected to announce 
more benefits in the 
Throne Speech. The 
speech will make 
promises that will 
make it harder for 
the Conservatives 
and the Bloc Quebe- 
cois to speak in 
favour, and if they 
do, the public will 
find them to be anti- 
Canadian. 

The Conservative 
Party lost their best 
chance to _ beat 
Justin Trudeau by 
not electing Peter 
MacKay as_ their 
leader. Of the four 


Call Anastasia (905) 783-3482 


candidates, O'Toole 
was far from the 
worst. Mackay was 
possibly the most 
likely to pull the 
party back from the 
abyss, but had too 
much baggage. 

But those four as 
the candidates make 
it clear how weak the 
Conservatives are. 
It's not like I agreed 
with Stephen 
Harper on much, 
but he was an influ- 
ential leader and 
had strength around 
him. He knifed most 
of them back over 
the years to main- 
tain his strategic 
stranglehold on the 
party, Mackay no- 
tably among them, 
but he at least was in 
a conservative 
movement with 
politicians you could 
disagree with but re- 
spect. 

On the other hand, 
the NDP should be 
scattered with bene- 
fits so that it has no 
reason to vote 
against the Throne 


Speech. 
However, if the 
government falls, 


the Prime Minister 
can call himself a 
scapegoat because 


MAMA MIA! 
Call the 


HAIRDRESSER 


Lady! 


25+ years of 
Experience 
Serving Families 
& Individuals at 
their Home & 
Workplaces! 


Licensed | Insured | Receipt with HST 
CASH, DEBIT, VISA, MC, AMEX 


Loyalty & Gift Cards Available 


Following EXTRA COVID -19 procedures 


he knows that the 
majority opinion has 
not yet been formed 
in his favour. 

Trudeau should be 
complimented for 
handling the COVID 
pandemic and work- 
ing with the various 
provincial govern- 
ments to mitigate 
against the harm 
being done to our 
economy by the epi- 
demic. 

We haven't seen 
the Throne Speech 
yet. Until that oc- 
curs, we are just 
guessing at what this 
"plan" might be. 

Generally speak- 
ing, For the record, 
before COVID-19, 
Canada's economy 
was doing well de- 
spite doldrums in 
the world oil market 
and decisions by the 
Alberta government 
that were hurting 
their economy. 
Hopefully, 
Trudeau's plan helps 
us return to that. 

As the Speech from 
the Throne and the 
Budget are coming 
soon, odds are that 
the Liberals will in- 
troduce more spend- 
ing, and outside of 
rabid partisans, no 


—o- 


one will argue that 
the expenditure is 
required now. 

The Liberals will 
likely continue 
Trudeau's Keynesian 
economic model, 
which is perfectly 
acceptable and rea- 
sonable with a little 
political ball. 

We may well see a 
higher tax rate on 
the wealthiest, and if 
Trudeau has any 
brains at all, an ad- 
dition to the 
GST/HST, with an 
accompanying in- 
crease to the mini- 
mum tax bracket. 

For all the hyper- 
bole to "Liberal tax 
and spend" non- 
sense, the hole we're 
in is easily fixable. 
We need the politi- 
cal balls to do so. 

In early July, Fi- 
nance Minister Bill 
Morneau released 
figures showing that 
next year's budget 
deficit would be 
$343 billion, up 
1,000 per centfrom 
last year. 

Remember, 
Canada ranks sec- 
ond in the G-20 
countries in terms of 
economic spending 
to support the coro- 


navirus economy. 
The Trudeau gov- 
ernment has spent 
15 per cent of Gross 
Domestic Product 
(GDP) in the name 
of keeping the econ- 
omy afloat, which is 
less than Japan's 
21.1 per cent of the 
G-20 countries. 

Australia stands at 
10.6 per cent, France 
at five per cent, Italy 
at four per cent, Ger- 
many at 8.9 per cent 
and the United 
States at 11.8 per 
cent. 

Despite this, we 
are far below other 
developed countries 
in terms of corneal 
cases and deaths. 

As the federal gov- 
ernment announced 
in July that it would 
lose $343 billion 
next year, it seems 
Trudeau is eager to 
move towards a 
"green economy”. 

According to Sco- 
tia Bank, next year, 
Canada's __ budget 
deficit will exceed 
GDP by 14 per cent, 
and the country's 
debt will be 48 per 
cent of GDP. 


—e— 


arts 


onthe 
CREDAT 


Join us on 


26592020 


1 pm - 5 pm (Raindate: Sunday 27") 


Artists will be selling artworks 


outside their homes & studios! 
COVID-19 safety guidelines in effect. 
Visitors must pre-register at: 


ArtsOnTheCredit.ca/arts-drive 


to receive a map showing artists’ locations. More information on our website. 
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Big fines expected for big 
gatherings: Ford 


Premier Doug Ford 
said Wednesday that 
he will be meeting 
with his cabinet to 
take control of 
COVID-19 in the 
province's hotspots - 
including Peel. 

Ford acknowl- 
edged that it was 
possible to reduce 
the gathering limits 
for Toronto, Peel Re- 
gion and Ottawa, 
three of the largest 
centres for  con- 
firmed COVID-19 
cases in the province. 

The admission 
comes as lineups at 
hospitals across the 
region exceeded ca- 
pacity, causing resi- 
dents to be turned 
away when _ they 
waited in line for a 
test. 

Trillium Health 
Partners said 
Wednesday that line- 
ups caused the 
health system to stop 
accepting patients. 

Ford said he had 
discussed the matter 
with the mayors. In 


his daily COVID-19 
briefing, Ford indi- 
cated that, "When it 
comes to implement- 
ing policies and 

uidelines, we all 

ave a 99.9 percent 
consensus. We want 
to work on this fast.” 

The premier said 
fines fall under 
provincial jurisdic- 
tion, so there is no 
need to rely on the 
federal government 
to enforce them. 

When asked about 
attending MP Stan 
Cho's wedding, Ford 
said “all protocols 
were followed at the 
wedding.” 

Health Minister 
Christine Elliott also 
said also indicated 
that the province is 
fully prepared for a 
second wave, espe- 
cially when it comes 
to testing and hospi- 
tal capacity. 

Keep watching Peel 
Weekly News for fur- 
ther coverage of this 
developing story. 
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NDP pushes for urgent 
vote to relieve pressure 


on Peel 
A Brampton 
MPP indicated 


Wednesday that 
he will attempt to 
force a motion in 
Queen’s Park on 
Thursday to bring 
provincial aid to 
Peel, in the wake 
of climbing 
COVID-19 cases. 
Brampton North 
MPP Kevin Yarde 
said Wednesday 
afternoon that he 
would push _ to 
have the province 
provide greater 
support to Peel 
Public Health, via 
funding to hire 
more staff and in- 


troduce greater 
outreach and 
proactive work- 


place inspections 
to stave off fur- 
ther outbreaks. 

“Families in Peel 
need to get back 
to school and 
work, but they’re 
worried about the 
growing number 
of COVID-19 in- 
fections in our 
community,” said 
Yarde. 

“We've seen 
COVID-19 cases 
in schools, we’ve 


seen outbreaks in 
workplaces, we’ve 
seen hours-long 
waits for testing, 
and we've seen 
dozens of new in- 
fections daily.” 
Peel represents 
one of the highest 
infection points in 
the province, with 
58 confirmed 
cases being re- 
ported in the re- 
gion on Sep. 15. 
“Brampton’s 
health care sys- 
tem was hanging 
by a thread before 
the pandemic, 
thanks to chronic 
underfunding by 
Liberal and Con- 
servative govern- 
ments alike,” said 


Yarde. “Now 
: , 
we re heading 
into a_ second 


wave of COVID- 
19, and I’m wor- 


ried that our 
already-overflow- 
ing hospitals 


won't be able to 
handle an influx. 

The motion will 
go to a vote in On- 
tario’s legislature 
on Thursday, 
Sept. 17. 


Brampton council passes 
Fire Master Plan 

A set of 23 rec- new fire stations 
ommendations inthe city over the 
will shape the next decade, 
course of Bramp- leveraging ma- 
toin’s response to chine _ learning 


fire protection, 
city councillors 
unanimously ap- 
proved Wednes- 
day. 

Brampton coun- 
cil approved the 
five-year master 
plan at their regu- 
lar council meet- 
ing, which aims to 
provide effective 
and efficient fire 
protection 
through compre- 
hensive commu- 


nity risk 
assessment, faster 
emergency ___re- 
sponse and sus- 
tainability. 
Among the rec- 
ommendations, 
councillors ap- 


proved the con- 
struction of three 


protocols to pre- 
dict where fires 
will occur and 
proactively take 
action, and imple- 
menting increased 
inspects for select 
low-rise and in- 
dustrial proper- 
ties. 

“With the devel- 
opment of the 
(Brampton Fire 
Emergency Serv- 
ices) Fire Master 
Plan, our team 
can continue to 
ensure that 
Brampton is a 
well-run city and 
deliver excelleuce 
in emergency 
management and 
response,” _ said 
Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown. 
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ISHING (PRO GLAZE) 


We also do renovation for floor and Tub surrounding tiles grout cleaning 


PRO GLAZE IS THE FIRST CoO. IN 
CANADA WITH WITH THE NEW WATER- 
GLAZE, WE ARE ALSO THE DISTRIBUTOR 
OF THIS AMAZING PRODUCT. 
A CLEANER ENVIRONMENT FOR THE NEXT 
GENERATION OUR PRODUCT IS 


CONTACT : RALPH: 416-731-3077 


THIS MEANS 


“T ft 2? 
ject 

by Alex Gregory 
Anew _ housing 
project in Missis- 
sauga’s south end 
aims to put a dent in 
the city’s affordable 

housing backlog. 
Political represen- 
tatives and develop- 
ers came together 
Wednesday _ after- 
noon to celebrate 
the groundbreaking 
of the Lakeshore 
Lofts housing devel- 
opment, which will 
bring 68 affordable 
units to the busy 
Lakeshore corridor. 
Nonprofit group 
Indwell, which 
spearheaded _ the 
project, spoke about 
the project and their 
ambitions for the 
site, which is lo- 
cated at 425 
Lakeshore Road 
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East, the former site 
of the Firestone au- 
tomotive centre. 
The site will be the 
new home for The 
Compass Food 
Bank, a non-profit 
organization that 
has been on the 
frontline delivering 
food to hungry resi- 
dents since the be- 


ginning of the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 


“We're celebrating 
a vision of helping 
people flourish,” 
said Indwell execu- 
tive director Jeff 
Neven. “(We’re) 
creating homes that 
people can afford 
and where they ex- 
perience belonging 
leads to transforma- 
tion - of lives and 


communities.” 

The site is the first 
of three projects the 
organization plans 
to build in the city, 
with the Lakeshore 
site featuring guar- 
anteed affordability 
of 70 per cent or 
less of the average 
market rent for the 
next 30 years. 

Occupancy for the 
site, which has 23 
units built to ensure 
maximum accessi- 
bility, is expected to 
be completed by 
late next year. The 
project received 
over $21 million in 
capital funding 
from multiple levels 
of government, in- 
cluding Peel Re- 
gional Council. 

“This is more than 
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ambitions for affordable housin 
breaks ground 


a place... this is a 
sense of belongin 
for many people,” 
said Ward 1 council- 
lor Stephen Dasko, 
who spoke at the 
event about the “dif- 
ferent approach” to 
assisted living. 
Indwell said it is 
working with Serv- 


ices and Housing in 
the Province (SHiP) 
to identify tenants 
in need of assisted 
services. 

The ground floor 
of the site will also 
be the new home for 
The Compass, 
which was officially 
announced at the 


g asnew 


ceremony. “This 
will ensure that The 
Compass will be a 
permanent fixture 
in Mississauga- 
Lakeshore for the 
foreseeable future,” 
said the food bank’s 
board chair, Mike 
Giguere. 


Controlling Crime - How Does The Community Help? 


by Jane Fraser, Special 


Newscasts report 
bad news more often 
than good news. 

I really hate watch- 
ing the news on a reg- 
ular basis. I like to 
know positive stories. 
I like to know reports 
which reflect good re- 
sults. I like to know 
who won a game. 

What I find distress- 
ing is radical political 
changes in my country 
or elsewhere. I would 
like to see improve- 
ments, but not so fast 
that many people are 
affected negatively. 
This story is about 
reasons for crime. 

I was surprised to 
see my _ minister 
watching a_ police 
show on television. 
Maybe young people 
get ideas about getting 
away with crime. Did 
my minister want to 
find ways to help 
youth who were in 
trouble? 

My stories about 
teaching high school 
and learning to im- 
prove my work show 
that I am a lifelong 
learner. Some chil- 
dren never get off toa 
good start. I often 
wonder, when a work- 
ing mother comes 
home, if homework is 


supervised. I watched 
my brothers doing 
very little homework 
during high school. 
One friend said it was 
difficult to learn well 
at college without a 
good high school 
record, even if he was 
clever. 

So, here’s a begin- 
ning point for crime. 
The parents may not 
control crime pro- 
grams on television. 
In fact, TV may serve 
as a babysitter. Plenty 
of bad influences 
exist. 

However, the worst 
influence is beyond 
the home. Teens like 
to belong to gangs. 
Many gangs have dan- 
gerous purposes. 

Leaders train their 
followers diligently. 
“Do you know where 
your children are?” is 
a bumper - sticker, 
which parents should 
take seriously. 

Then, there is also 
the generation gap. 
Teens may not be 
“well understood” by 
parents of a different 
culture. Times were 
different when the 
parents were young. 

Also, there are too 
few good community 
clubs with sufficient 


financial resources to 
hire experts in teen 
culture. A willing vol- 
unteer may not de- 
velop good programs. 

In education, high 
school teachers 
blamed the elemen- 
tary school and_uni- 
versities blamed the 
high schools. No use 
“passing the buck.” 
Rise to meet the chal- 
lenges. Go the second 
mile. Listen to the dis- 
tressed teenager, who 
may not go to the 
guidance counselor. 
He may just ask a 
teacher after school. 

I was always con- 
cerned about pockets 
of youth crime in 
Toronto, so I asked 
about why low-rental 
areas were dangerous. 
It seems that many 
young people are from 
single parent families. 
Often the single par- 
ent was a mother, 
working full-time to 
support the house- 
hold. Do her children 
work part-time? Does 


she train them to help 
with household 
chores? 


Are we going back 
to early years and 
early education to see 
where crime may 
start? Are there books 


in the home? Is day- 
care providing some 
education leading to 
school years? Is day- 
care simply watching 
over physical needs? 
Does bullying start 
with little children? 

In our diverse soci- 
ety, we do not always 
accept differences in 
race, colour or creed. 
Do we even know 
what those terms 
mean? How do we 
deal with anger as 
adults? Do our chil- 
dren witness distress? 

I was surprised to 
hear about a family of 
five, who never sat 
down for supper to- 
gether for a long time. 

How could they 
make family deci- 
sions? Did they listen 
to each other? 

I have a few sugges- 
tions we as a commu- 
nity could use to 
reduce teen crime, 
leading to the criminal 
justice system. I 
would like to see 
judges and police offi- 
cers learn more about 
child psychology. 
Also, “boot camp” is a 
good place to train 


youth before they 
criminalize them- 
selves. 


I watched a young 


—o- 


boy in that system. He 
had been stealing at 
the mall, on a regular 
basis. He went to a re- 
mote place to camp as 
a teen and his parents 
were supportive about 
the program. 

The First Nations 
youth often go back to 
nature, which is their 
heritage, lost in urban 
society. 

A First Nation edu- 
cator explained that, 
in the forest, he could 
listen to his blood 
flowing through his 
veins. 

That may be an ex- 
treme example. His 
educational — leader- 
ship was splendid. He 
taught newly trained 
First Nation teachers 
how to deliver quality 
education to the chil- 
dren. 

Ideally, | someone 
should be able to 
identify a troubled 
youth before he is 
taken into a gang. 

Apparently, it is dif- 
ficult to get out of a 
gang. In fact, there 
may be as many as 
one hundred gangs in 
Toronto. In other big 
cities like New York, 
there were also a lot of 
gangs, sometimes 
with racial  differ- 


ences. The drug busi- 
ness is bad news for 
youth. The money is 
attractive. The life is 
dangerous. Also, they 
seem to have a lot of 
guns and knives. 

Control of crime is 
everybody’s busi- 
ness—all the way back 
to unwanted pregnan- 
cies and divorce and 
angry, frustrated par- 
ents. 


Where are the 
grandparents, aunts 
and uncles, older 


brothers and sisters? 
Why are families not 
willing to step in and 
help, when they are 
better qualified than 
any public institu- 
tions? 

How long will it take 
to diminish the rea- 
sons for crime? First, 
education is key to 
adapt to the needs of 
learners. Special edu- 
cation may be useful. 
Once identified, a stu- 
dent may not easily 
return to mainstream 
education. 

Adult education of- 
fers a second chance 
to those who missed 
out on what they 
needed the “first time 
around.” 
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$25 million class-action suit launched against Camilla Care 


by Alex Gregory 

A Mississauga long- 
term care home is 
facing a $25 million 
class-action lawsuit 
regarding its actions 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Camilla Care Com- 
munity, located near 


the corner of 
Hurontario and 
Queensway in Missis- 


sauga's south end, is 
alleged to have been 
negligent in imple- 
menting screening 
and social distancing 
measures, leading to 
arash of deaths at the 
site, according to the 
lawsuit, which was 
filed by law firm 
Thomson Rogers on 
behalf of several fam- 
ilies. 

Long-term care 
homes in the GTA 
faced widespread 
criticism earlier this 
summer after an in- 
ternal report by the 
Canadian Armed 
Forces claimed dis- 
turbing conditions 
within, including im- 
proper use of per- 
sonal protective 
equipment (PPE), lax 
response times for 
patients dealing with 


the virus and the re- 
peated use of medical 
equipment without 
being _ disinfected. 
The report prompted 
protests and condem- 
nation from the com- 
munity, leading the 
province to step in 
and assume control 
of operations at the 
affected properties. 
Camilla Care, which 
had its operations 
taken over by Tril- 
lium Health Partners 
by order of the 
province on May 27, 
is alleged to have 
been understaffed 
and failing to have 
enough personal pro- 
tective equipment 
(PPE) on-hand, ac- 
cording to the law- 
suit, which was filed 
on behalf of a plaintiff 
whose mother died at 
the facility on May 
28. The plaintiff, 
Mehran Divanbeigi, 
said that her mother 
Mehri died at the fa- 
cility, and claims that 
Camilla Care failed to 
separate infected and 
non-infected __ resi- 
dents or implement 
screening procedures 
after the province de- 


clared a State of 
Emergency on Mar. 


We 

“The observations 
of complete neglect 
and abuse  docu- 
mented by Trillium 
Health Partners and 
the anonymous em- 
ployee at Camilla 
Care are appalling 
and unacceptable. 
Our vulnerable sen- 
iors deserve to be 
treated with the ut- 
most respect and 
care,” said Thomson 
Rogers representa- 
tive Stephen Birman, 
referring to an 
anonymous report by 
an employee earlier 
this summer that al- 
leged shocking condi- 
tions within the 
facility. “Mehran Di- 
vanbeigi and_ her 
family, as well as 
other families of the 
victims and survivors 
of Camilla Care, seek 
compensation for 
their tragic losses... 
Divanbeigi hopes 
that the proposed 
class action will result 
in meaningful change 
to ensure that a 
tragedy like this is 
never repeated in On- 


tario’s vulnerable 
long-term care popu- 
lation.” 

According to Bir- 
man, the class-action 
is the fifth such law- 
suit filed by the firm 
against a long-term 
care home in the 

rovince, and the 

ourth advanced 

against a home oper- 
ated by Sienna Senior 
Living. 

Families of patients 
who died at the Alta- 
mont Care Commu- 
nity home, which is 
also managed by Si- 
enna, sued the sen- 
iors’ provider for $20 
million in a related 
class-action lawsuit 
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this past June, alleg- 
ing negligence and 
proper infection pro- 
tection at the facility. 

A representative 
from Sienna said in a 
statement that the 
company had not 
filed a statement of 
defence yet, but was 
aware of the class-ac- 


tion. 
“At all times, our 
highest priority is the 


health and safety of 
our residents and 
team members. We 
continue to work 
closely with public 
health authorities 
and our health care 
partners to imple- 


ment all necessary 


~ Crosses bearing the names Of | residents who > 
died at Camilla Care. Community,.as seenon > ><; 
Sep. 15, 2020.PWN Staff Photo. 


precautions, proto- 
cols, and directives to 
protect our residents 
and team members 
throughout the pan- 
demic,” said Sienna 
spokesperson Swaraj 
Mann. “We are also 
making every effort 
to prepare for a po- 
tential second wave 
with the focus of 
keeping _ residents 
and team members at 
Camilla safe... we are 
reviewing the claim 
and intend to re- 
spond in due course 
through the appro- 


priate court 
processes.” 
- With PWN Files 


Headwaters 


arts 


headwatersarts.com 


Alton Mill Arts Centre 
1402 Queen St W, Alton 
519.943.1149 


ARTFUL REVIVAL 


3 Weeks of Exciting Events & Performances 


Artful Revival Festival Exhibition Art Show & Sale OPENS September 16 - October 4 


Afternoon Fete and Artist Award Presentation by Special Invitation, September 17 
Jason Wilson and the Sumac Concert at the Mill, September 20 
Juror’s Walk & Talk with Steve Wilson, September 27 


Virtual Gallery Tour of 3 Galleries 


Note - ALL social distancing protocols observed 
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MIRANET setting the stage to re-engage with residents 


by Catherine Soplet 


From  Lisgar_ to 
Lakeview, Erindale 
to Rockwood, mem- 
bers and affiliates of 


Mississauga _ Resi- 
dents’ Association 
Network (MI- 


RANET) held their 
2020 Annual Gen- 
eral Meeting (AGM). 
As if anticipating 
the Premier’s an- 
nouncement on Sep. 
16 to reduce num- 
bers at gatherings, 
the meeting was held 
via Zoom webinar. 
The routine April 
meeting was de- 
ferred under emer- 
gency lockdown. 
“MIRANET is set- 
ting the stage, to re- 
engage,’said Chair 


Sue Shanly. 
Residents’ and 
Ratepayers Associa- 


tions in Mississauga 
bring together resi- 
dents in their charac- 
ter neighbourhood, 
who volunteer to fol- 
low people-sized is- 
sues that affect 
quality of life. 

With an eye on 
budgets to keep taxes 
low, and an eye on 
road safety, environ- 
ment and developer 
encroachments, they 
can bring both stable 
stewardship and 
quickturning innova- 


tion, depending on 
the circumstances. 

While MIRANET’s 
2020 Board is a 
carry-over slate, a 
new Director for 
Communications 
and Outreach has 
stepped up from the 
Rockwood Ratepay- 
ers Association. 

Going forward, six 
key initiatives that 
unite residents 
across the City will 
attach to _ post- 
COVID recovery mo- 
mentum. 

The incoming exec- 
utives plan to focus 
on Civic Issues (Bill 
108, LPAT, Section 
37, and _ Charter 
Cities); Budgets 
(Municipal, Re- 
gional, Provincial, 
and Federal); Social 
Issues (Housing, So- 
cial Justice, Educa- 
tion, and Poverty 
Reduction);,  Envi- 
ronment and Climate 
Change; and Other 
Official Plan Zoning 
that deals with Short 
Term Rentals 
(AirBnB) and ongo- 
ing Master Plan de- 
velopments such as 
Lakeview and the 
Ninth Line Lands. 

These issues were 
exposed in Shanly’s 
recounting of pivotal 


events throughout 
2019 , that saw Mis- 
sissauga’s civic life 
brace against wave 
after wave of change 
- that were extended 
by six months under 
pandemic lockdown 
and response. 

Right after last 
year’s AGM, without 
preamble or an elec- 
toral mandate, tMis- 
sissauga _ declared 
last April its wish to 
secede from Peel Re- 
gion, ahead of hold- 
ing any public 
consultation. 

The event coin- 
cided, without pre- 
amble or 2018 
elector mandate, 
with the Regional 
Governance Review 
of eight regional mu- 
nicipalities, includ- 
ing Peel Region. 

MIRANET made 
numerous presenta- 
tions to counter Mis- 
sissauga’s proposed 
secession from Peel 
Region. 

“Our analogy to Re- 
viewers of secession 
being a marriage, di- 
vorce or in need of 
counselling was well 
received,” said 
Shanly. 

Unbudgeted mil- 
lions in fees were 
paid to commission 


reports by Missis- 
sauga, Brampton 
and Peel Region. 
Unanticipated staff 
overtime was logged 
to create and then re- 
view reports span- 
ning March until 
June. 

When in August 
the government re- 
ported “NO 
CHANGE” to the ex- 
isting structure of 
Peel Region and its 
constituent munici- 
palities, MIRANET 
was even more in- 
censed. 

“Did the $143 mil- 
lion offer by the On- 
tario government 
cover the costs of the 
consultation process, 
or the budget cuts to 
services,” Shanly 
said. “We sure could 
use that money 
now.” 

In May, the contro- 
versial Bill 108: More 
Housing, More 
Choice reduced the 
ability of municipali- 
ties to collect devel- 
opment charges used 
to fund libraries, 
recreation centres 
and other municipal 
assets such as school 
lands. The Bill coin- 
cided with the 5-year 
scheduled update of 
municipal govern- 


ment development 
charges, and tossed 
out the years of mu- 
nicipal planning 
groundwork to craft 
municipal plans. 

Bill 108 also did 
away with Section 37 
funds for commu- 
nity-centric ameni- 
ties, designed to 
create a quality-of- 
life value offset for 
residents impacted 
by material changes 
to their locale arising 
from variances on 
the Official Plan. 

Furthermore, such 
variances, which had 
finally been returned 
to municipal control 
with scrapping of the 
OMB, were reversed 
with even fewer re- 
strictions in 2019. in 
reviewing the City’s 
and Region’s budg- 
ets. 

MIRANET met 
with the Fire Chief to 
better understand 
andanalyze the ra- 
tionale behind the 
construction of addi- 
tional fire stations. 
Traffic gridlock im- 
pairs response time, 
and tower elevators 
are too small for 
stretchers. 

Ahead of October ‘s 
federal elections, 
member RAs organ- 


ized candidates’ de- 
bates. 

To close out the 
year in December, 
following the rulings 
on a two-year court 
case actioned by the 
City of Toronto on 
Short Term Rentals, 
MIRANET deputed 
to Council on licens- 
ing and taxing of 
AirBnB/ Short Term 
Accommodation. 

Aspecial resolution 
adopted by MI- 
RANET thanked and 
congratulated 
William and Muriel 
Chudiak for their 
tireless efforts to get 
by-law _ infractions 
reported and docu- 
mented, and  en- 
forced by the City, in 
order to shut down 
rogue AirBnB opera- 
tors, cut policing and 
other costs, and re- 
store neighbourhood 
feel. 

MIRANET is mak- 
ing noise on the 
Noise Control By- 
Law, which annoys 
several of its mem- 
bers across the City. 
MIRANET has re- 
peatedly pointed out 
several procedural 
lapses and ques- 
tioned the unneces- 
sary changes. 


Council moves Riverwalk project one step further 


One of Brampton’s 
biggest environ- 
mental projects has 
moved one_ step 
closer to comple- 
tion. 

The city  an- 
nounced ‘Tuesday 
that it would be 
moving to complete 
a Flood Protection 
Environmental As- 
sessment on_ the 
long-planned River- 
walk project, which 
aims to widen the 
Etobicoke — Creek 
running through the 
city’s downtown 
core. 

The project, which 
is dependent upon 
government fund- 
ing, would see the 
river widened in an 


effort to reduce 
flooding risks and 
improve nearby 


foundations in the 


area. The project is 
aimed to revitalize 
the city’s downtown 
core, said Brampton 
Mayor Patrick 
Brown. 

“Riverwalk is a 
transformational 
project (that will) 
put Brampton on 
the map for its inno- 
vative and impactful 
solution to mitigat- 
ing flood risk, gen- 
eration g 
development and 
creating jobs, and 
improving _ public 
space for all to 
enjoy,” Brown said 
after the meeting 
Tuesday. 

According to a 
statement by the 
city, the project en- 
visions a remade 
Etobicoke Creek 
that boasts public 
spaces and parks in 


and beside the city’s 
downtown core, 
connected by a trail 
system and valley 
corridor. The proj- 
ect is expected to 
create more than 
23,000 jobs and un- 
lock 3.6 million 
square feet in 
mixed-use space, 
but is contingent 
upon provincial 
funding. 


“Not only will the 
Riverwalk project 
reduce the risk of 
flooding in down- 
town Brampton, but 
it will play a key 
part in helping us 
realize our priority 
of being a city of op- 
portunities by gen- 
erating urban 
growth and devel- 
opment and attract- 
ing investment in 


ae 


the area,” said 
Wards 7 & 8 coun- 
cillor Pat Fortini, 
who chairs the city’s 
Public Works and 
Engineering com- 
mitte. “This trans- 
formational 
initiative will ensure 
downtown Bramp- 
ton is sustainable, 
healthy and_ re- 
silient, and an en- 
joyable space for all 


— 


who live and visit 
there.” 

Opportunities are 
planned for commu- 
nity consultation 
over the coming 
months. More infor- 
mation can be found 
by visiting the proj- 
ect website at 
brampton.ca/river- 
walk. 
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Suspect arrested 
after gun located 


A Mississauga 
man is under ar- 
rested in connec- 
tion with an illegal 
firearm that was 
seized by police 
last week. 

The incident 
stems from a traf- 
fic stop conducted 
early on the morn- 
ing of Sep. 10, 
around 2:30 a.m. 
in the Queen Eliz- 
abeth Way and 
Hurontario Street 
area. 

Officers from 11 
Division stopped 
the suspect, who 
was found to have 


a loaded 9mm 
Glock handgun, 
along with a quan- 
tity of ammuni- 
tion, in his vehicle. 

29 year-old As- 
merom Tsegay, of 
Mississauga, was 
arrested and 
charged with mul- 
tiple offences, in- 
eluding 
unauthorized pos- 
session of a 


firearm and other 
related offences. 
Tsegay appeared 
in Brampton court 
on Sep. 10 to an- 
swer to 
charges. 


the 
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Fugitive nabbed after 14 years 


Peel Police re- 
vealed Tuesday 
that the Homicide 
and Missing Per- 
sons Bureau inves- 
tigators have 
extradited a man 
from Mexico, after 
fourteen years of 
being wanted for 
murdering his wife 
in Brampton. 

On Thursday, 
July 13, 2006, at 
approximately 2:00 
a.m., uniformed of- 
ficers attended an 
apartment building 
at Steeles Avenue 
and McMurchy Av- 
enue in Brampton. 

Malena Morales, 
a 31-year-old 
mother of two chil- 
dren, was found 
murdered inside 
the family apart- 
ment. 

The investigation 
led to a Canada 
Wide Arrest War- 
rant being issued 
on July 14, 2006, 
for her husband 
Henry Morales, 
who was 30 at the 
time of the inci- 
dent. 


Investigators be- 
lieved Henry 
Morales had fled 
from Canada _ to 
Mexico with his 
exact whereabouts 
unknown. 

The search for 
Henry Morales 
continued through- 
out the years and in 
2009, his case was 
profiled on Amer- 
ica’s Most Wanted. 

Henry Morales 
was eventually lo- 


cated in Mexico in 
2019. 

After a ten-month 
long extradition 
process, and with 
assistance from 
Mexican authori- 
ties, he was ar- 
rested on the 
outstanding war- 
rant. Investigators 
immediately trav- 
eled to Mexico and 
escorted him back 
to Canada. 


Morales, a 44- 


year-old man, was 
charged with mur- 
der and held for a 
bail hearing. He ap- 
peared in Bramp- 
ton court to answer 
to the charges on 
Wednesday. 

Anyone with ad- 
ditional informa- 
tion is asked to 
contact the Homi- 
cide and Missing 
Persons Bureau at 
(905) 453-3311, 
ext. 3205. 


School board provides important update for families 


The following is a 
letter provided by the 
Peel District School 
Board to Peel Weekly 
News regarding on- 
line school programs 
for the 2020-21 cur- 
riculum. 

Letters received by 
Peel Weekly News 
are edited for gram- 
mar and clarity. 


It is the beginning 
of an extraordinary 
school year, certainly 
a year like no other. 

Ever since the start 
of the pandemic, we 
have all done our best 
to adjust to an evolv- 
ing COVID-19 world, 
including the way we 
teach and learn. 

We know the deci- 
sion to enrol your 
child in online or in- 
person learning was 
not an easy one, and 
involved many fac- 
tors. 


To help you make 
an informed decision, 
we provided as much 
time as possible to 
switch learning mod- 
els up until Sept. 10. 

In the days leading 
up to this deadline, 
we saw considerable 
changes to enrol- 
ment. To meet the 
demand for online 
learning, our elemen- 
tary schools will be 
undergoing a reor- 
ganization this week. 

Every school year, 
school boards un- 
dergo a reorganiza- 
tion in 
mid-September so 
that class sizes meet 
requirements set by 
the Ministry of Edu- 
cation. 

Each school begins 
with a certain num- 
ber of classes and 
teachers - these num- 
bers are determined 
in the Spring based 


on estimated and 
current registrations 
for the following 
school year. 

After the first week 
of school, we check to 
see whether class en- 
rolment actually re- 


flects these 
predictions. Then, we 
make adjustments 
and reorganize 


classes to align with 
the Ministry of Edu- 
cation's require- 
ments. 

In a typical school 
year, this reorganiza- 
tion process may only 
affect a few classes in 
each school. How- 
ever, as we know, this 
is not a typical school 
year. 

Despite our very 
best efforts, estimates 
made in the Spring 
could not have pre- 
dicted the impact that 
COVID-19 has had on 
our school system. 


Over the summer, 
we worked hard to re- 
organize classes be- 
fore the start of the 
school year with 
more recent enrol- 
ment data. This reor- 
ganization accounted 
for families' new op- 
tion to enrol in the 
online learning 
model. 

Given the recent 
significant shift to on- 
line learning, we have 
determined that an- 
other reorganization 
will be required to 
meet mandatory 
Ministry of Educa- 
tion class size regula- 
tions and to ensure 


we have enough 
teachers for each 
class. 


Our priority in this 
process is to keep in- 
person classes below 
Ministry targets to 
help with physical 
distancing measures 


—o- 


at school. 

Schools will inform 
families directly on 
how this reorganiza- 
tion will impact their 
child(ren)'s classes. 

Changes will be in 
effect as of Monday, 
Sept. 21. Depending 
on your school's en- 
rolment changes, 
some classes may un- 
dergo changes to 
class sizes to align 
with Ministry re- 
quirements, and/or 
will be reassigned a 
different teacher. 

We continue to be 
committed to using 
all of our resources at 
our disposal to keep 
physical class sizes as 
small as possible. 

To ease the transi- 
tion during this reor- 
ganization process, 
school staff will work 
to minimize the im- 
pact that any class 
changes have on stu- 


dents, always with 
their health, safety 
and well-being as the 
primary focus. 

We've worked 
within our schools to 
minimize changes to 
cohorts/classes as 
much as_ possible, 
and have consulted 
with Peel Public 
Health on our plan. 

Thank you again for 
your ongoing pa- 
tience and _ under- 
standing during this 
transitional time. We 
look forward to pro- 
viding students with 
a rigorous, engaging 
and culturally re- 
sponsive learning ex- 
perience that 
prepares them for the 
future in this ever- 
changing world. 


Colleen Russell- 
Rawlins, Interim Di- 
rector of Education 
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COVID-19 Fallout: International students flood in 
from Corona-hit countries 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


The COVID-19 
epidemic, which 
began in late 2019 in 
Wuhan, China, is 
still a global catas- 
trophe. 

It has wreaked 
havoc on the world 
economy and has 
claimed more than 
920,202 lives and 
affected about 30 
million people. The 
epidemic is _ still 
rampant in many 
countries, including 
India and_ the 
United States, and is 
re-emerging in 
countries that have 
once been subdued, 
dubbed the ‘Second 
Wave.’ 

About 135,000 
people in Canada 
have fallen ill, and 
9,163 have died as of 
this writing. This is 
a massive number 
for a country with a 
population of 36-37 
million and a huge 
size. 

This disease and 
its impact is mainly 


proportional of pop- 
ulation density. The 
higher the popula- 
tion density, the 
more likely it is to 
spread. 

The disease is 
spread from one 
place to another by 
the movement of 
tourists, traders, 
and migrants. 

That is why lock- 
downs, distancing 
and quarantines are 
still being used as 
weapons to control 
this disease. 

Vaccines are evolv- 
ing, but it will take 
one and a half to two 
years to reach the 
eight billion people 
across the world, as 
trials are still ongo- 
ing. 

Even claims of a 
successful vaccine 
have yet to be made. 
In such a scenario, 
controlling the 
movement and in- 
teraction of people 
is the only meaning- 
ful step. 

From the begin- 
ning of the disease, 
the Government of 
Canada has been re- 
markably _ resilient 
to it, which has 
caused the signifi- 
cant financial and 


Brampton man 
nabbed for 
driving 36 years 
without a license 


A man has been 
driving in Bramp- 
ton for 36 years 
without a license, 
Peel Police re- 
ported last week. 

The driver, who 
wasn’t immedi- 
ately identified as 
of press time, has 
his license sus- 
pended by Peel Po- 
lice in 1984, but he 
continued to drive 
on that license for 
up to 36 years. 

The driver was 
stopped by police 


on Sep. 5 for a rou- 
tine check on 
Queen Street, one 
of the city’s busiest 
roads, and was 
later charged 
under the High- 
way Traffic Act for 
not renewing his 
license. 

Peel Police have 
not made the dri- 
ver's identity pub- 
lic, but did say he 
was in a_ silver 
Hyundai Ascent. 


human loss. 

When COVID-19 
victims arrived in 
Canada by plane, 
first from China and 
then from other 
countries, the 
Trudeau = govern- 
ment was unwilling 
to stop air traffic, 
but it was exhausted 
when the water 
overflowed. 

Not only did it 
have to sever air ties 
with the rest of the 
world, but it also 
had to sever ties 
with its largest trad- 
ing partner, the 
United States, which 
has not been re- 
stored to date. Even 
a spat over dollar- 
for-dollar tariffs 
dominated news 
coverage this past 
week. 

Canada's total 
population is equal 
to the combined 
population of the 
two U.S. cities of 
New York and 
Chicago, yet the dis- 
ease has walloped 
Canada. 

With more than 
9,000 deaths, the 
federal government 
has incurred an ad- 
ditional financial 
burden of $350 bil- 


lion, and the total 
federal debt has now 
exceeded $1.1 tril- 
lion. 

Governments of 
different states and 
civic governments 
are also suffering 
from higher budget 
deficits. The 
province of Ontario 
is facing a budget 
deficit of $38 billion 
this fiscal year. 

Now that schools 
are being reopened, 
COVID-19 has 
spread in every 
Canadian province, 
including Ontario. 
By Mar. 30, 2020, 
COVID-19 had ter- 


rorized Canada, 
with 1,128 cases re- 
ported. 


On Sep. 8, 2020, 
there were again 
1479 cases in one 
day, while on Aug. 3, 
there were only 147 
cases. 

For a long time, 
the total number of 
cases in Canada was 
less than 200 every 
day. On Sep. 12, On- 
tario only reported 
232 cases. If the 
cases escalate, 
schools may have to 
close again, while 
colleges and univer- 
sities are already on- 


line. Road _ traffic 
from the United 
States and other 


countries has in- 
creased, but the 14- 
day quarantine rule 
has become an ‘air 
fire’. 

Ontario Premier 
Doug Ford has also 
expressed concern. 
One of the reasons 
for the increase in 
corona cases is said 
to be COVID-19 car- 
riers from abroad. 

Between Mar. 25 
and Sep. 3, various 
police forces were 
asked to track down 
87,338 people who 
were ordered to be 
quarantined. 

The Public Health 
Agency of Canada 
says that no one has 
been charged with 
violating the Quar- 
antine Act, only one 
has been summoned 
to court, and the po- 
lice have given 42 
tickets under the 
Quarantine Act. 

Under the federal 
‘Quarantine Act,' up 
to six months in 
prison and a fine of 
up to $50-750,000 
can be imposed. The 
police can also give 
tickets up to $1,000. 

Now the Trudeau 


government has 
opened its doors to 
international — stu- 
dents, and many 
ships are landing 
every day. Schools 
and colleges are 
closed, but interna- 
tional students are 
pouring in from Co- 
rona-hit countries. 

Most do not even 
have a place to live, 
far from managing 
14-day quarantines. 
The dollar-making 
lobby through for- 
eign students has 
become enormously 
powerful, and cor- 
ruption and fraud 
are rampant every- 
where. 

Once again, Justin 
Trudeau's Liberal 
government priori- 
tizes the trade of a 
class/lobby — over 
Canada's national 
interests and secu- 
rity. 

Unemployment is 
at an all-time high 
in Canada_ today, 
and it isn't easy to 
provide a safe edu- 
cation for Canadian 
students. 

How wise is it to 
invite thousands of 
international _ stu- 
dents in such a sce- 
nario? 


Youth Arrested in Carjacking Investigation 


Investigators 
from the Central 
Robbery Bureau 
have arrested a 
youth involved in a 
carjacking in 
Brampton, it was 
announced earlier 
this week. 

On Sep. 1, around 
10:30 a.m. in the 
Gardenbrooke Trail 
and  Castlemore 
Road area, a 28- 
year-old femalewas 
in the driveway of 
her residence when 
an unknown sus- 
pect approached 
the victim and 
brandished a knife. 

The victim was 
pushed to the 

round and her car 

eys taken. The ac- 
cused and suspect 
fled in the victim’s 


vehicle. The victim 
did not suffer any 
physical injuries. 
On Sep. 2, the vic- 
tim’s vehicle was 
located abandoned. 
One week later, 
conducted a crimi- 
nal code _ search 
warrant at a resi- 
dence in the Castle- 
more Road and 
Clarkway __ Drive 


area, where a sus- 


pect was located 
and arrested. 

A 17 year-old res- 
ident from Bramp- 
ton, who cannot be 
identified under 
the Youth Criminal 
Justice Act, was 
charged with rob- 
bery, disguise with 
intent, and with 
failing to comply 
with a_ release 
order. 


The suspect ap- 
peared in Bramp- 
ton court to answer 
to the charges on 


Sep. 10. 
Anyone with ad- 
ditional informa- 


tion regarding the 
incident is asked to 
contact the Central 
Robbery Bureau at 


(905) 453-2121, 
ext. 3410. 


—— 
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News BUSINESS 


New EV charging stations launch at Southfields 


Caledon Mayor 
Allan Thompson, 
Brampton Council- 
lor Harkirat Singh, 
Mississauga Coun- 
cillor Matt Ma- 
honey, and Interim 
Commissioner of 
Peel Public Works 
and Chair of the 
Peel Climate 


Change _ Partner- 
ship Andrew Farr, 
joined Brampton 
East MP Maninder 
Sidhu Monday 
morning to offi- 
cially open seven 
new publicly avail- 
able electric vehicle 
(EV) charging sta- 
tions at Southfields 


Community Centre 
in Caledon. 

The EV charging 
stations were made 
possible through 
Natural Resources 
Canada’s 
(NRCan’s) Zero 
Emission Vehicle 
Infrastructure Pro- 
gram (ZEVIP). 


“These new EV 
charging stations 
are a positive step 
forward in expand- 
ing the needed in- 
frastructure 
network through- 
out the region,” 
said Farr. “By 
working together, 
the members of the 


PCCP were able to 
qualify for the 
ZEVIP funding, al- 
lowing each organ- 
ization to make 
strides towards 
achieving a Low 
Carbon Commu- 
nity.” 

The PCCP is 
made of the Region 
of Peel, City of 
Brampton, Town 
of Caledon, City of 
Mississauga, 
Toronto and Re- 
gion Conservation 
Authority (TRCA) 
and Credit Valley 
Conservation 
(CVC). 

The NRCan grant 
provided 
$207,000 in total 
for distribution 
across the partner 
organizations to 
install 43 electric 
vehicle charging 
stations across 11 
region, municipal, 


and conservation 
authority owned 
sites by Dec. 31, 
2021, 

“As our commu- 
nity grows, this ad- 
dition to our EV 
charging network 
will support resi- 
dents with choos- 
ing electric, which 
helps improve air 
quality and transi- 
tion the region to a 
low-carbon fu- 
ture,” said Sidhu 

The transporta- 
tion sector ac- 
counts for 
approximately 25 
per centof 
Canada’s green- 
house gas (GHG) 
emissions, with 
light-duty vehicles 
accounting for 
about 12 per cent 
of those national 
emissions. 


Brampton Business Are Confident of Economic Future: New Survey 


The Brampton 
Board of Trade 
has released re- 
sults of its inaugu- 
ral Business 
Confidence and 
Economic Issues 
Survey, which 
queried business 
owners this past 
summer about 
their confidence 
in the future of 
their organization 
and Brampton’s 
economy. 
Specific business 
issues including 
civic leadership, 
talent, trade, tran- 
sit, | transporta- 
tion, innovation, 
taxes and invest- 
ment attractive- 
ness were also 
queried. 
Key 
were: 

- That businesses 
are quite opti- 


findings 


mistic about the 
future and are sat- 
isfied with City 
Council’s pan- 
demic response: 

- 78 per cent are 
conti ent in 
Brampton’s eco- 
nomic future 

- 86 per cent are 
confi ent in their 
own organiza- 
tion’s future 

+ 32 per cent ex- 
pect the number 
of staff within 
their organization 
to increase over 


the next 12 
months 
- 68 per cent are 
satisfied with 
Brampton City 
Council’s re- 
sponse to the 
OVID-19  pan- 
demic 


“Despite an ex- 
traordinarily 
tough business 
environment, 


Brampton _ busi- 
ness people are 
pulling together to 
help one an- 
other.”, says 
Vanessa White, 
CHRO for Maple 
Lodge Farms and 
Chair of the 
Brampton Board 
of Trade. 

“Our survey in- 
dicates that busi- 
nesses look 
forward to work- 
ing together, 
through the Board 
of Trade and with 
our elected lead- 
ers, to accelerate 
investments that 
will help busi- 
nesses grow. Fun- 
damentally, 
Brampton is a 
great place to do 
business and our 
optimism contin- 
ues.” 

The survey also 


found a_ healthy 
skepticism to- 
wards the effec- 


tiveness of 


governments at all 
levels, pointing to 
the need for better 
collaboration, 
with only one in 
two agreeing that 
the municipal 
eo dis- 
plays a positive 
external brand 
image and shares 
priorities that 
align with busi- 
ness needs; and 
only one in two 
being confident in 
Brampton _ City 
Council’s ability to 
make good deci- 
sions 

“These are tough 
times. Our elected 
leaders have 
tough decisions to 
make on_priori- 
ties,” said Todd 


—o- 


Letts, CEO of the 
Brampton Board 
of Trade. “This 
confidence survey 
provides direct, 
constructive feed- 
back to govern- 
ments at all levels, 
about the current 
harsh market real- 
ities and how the 
decisions and in- 
decision of gov- 
ernment directly 
impacts job-cre- 
ation and the eco- 
nomic health of 
our community.” 

A broad diversity 
of business repre- 
sentatives partici- 
pated in the 
surveys. 

The majority of 
respondents offer 
B2B services in- 
cluding the manu- 
facturing and 
construction sec- 


tors. About one 


third offer con- 
sumer goods and 
services. 

Respondents 
represent _ busi- 
nesses that oper- 
ate not only in 
Brampton but 
throughout 
Canada. Approxi- 
mately one quar- 
ter of the 
Brampton _ busi- 
nesses have inter- 
national] 
operations. 

In total, from 
June 10 - July 3rd, 
111 business peo- 
ple completed sur- 
veys administered 
by Narrative Re- 
search. 

More survey re- 
sults will be re- 
leased in the 
coming weeks, the 
board said in a 
statement. 
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Support for Women Critical to Canada’s Economic Recovery 


Last week, the 
Ontario Chamber 
of Commerce re- 
leased, The She- 
Covery Project: 
Confronting the 
Gendered Eco- 
nomic Impacts of 
COVID-19 in On- 
tario. 

The policy brief 
lays out a path to 
Ontario’s eco- 
nomic recovery of- 
fering __ practical 
recommendations 
to confront both 
immediate and 
longer-term chal- 
lenges faced by 
women. 

“With women’s 
labour force partic- 


ipation at a record 
low, decades of 
progress towards 
gender equality are 
at stake,” said 
Rocco Rossi, Presi- 
dent and CEO On- 
tario Chamber of 
Commerce. 

“This is not only a 
watershed moment 
for women but for 
Ontario’s economy 
and society more 
broadly, as 
women’s participa- 
tion in the labour 
market is a precon- 
dition to its ful- 
some economic 
recovery and fu- 
ture prosperity.” 

“The economic 


impacts of the pan- 
demic were direct 
and immediate for 


women in On- 
tario,” said Todd 
Letts, Brampton 


Board of Trade 
CEO. “Temporary 
business shut- 
downs during the 
state of emergency 
most severely af- 
fected sectors that 
predominantly em- 
ploy women. Re- 
strictions on 
schools and paid 
child care facilities 
have shifted addi- 
tional hours of un- 
paid family care 
onto parents, and 
this work has 


largely been taken 
up by mothers.” 

Major takeaways 
from the report in- 
clude: 

- Leadership and 
accountability 
begin with a com- 
mitment from 
stakeholders to set 
collective targets, 
reward diversity, 
include women in 
decision-making 
bodies, and apply a 
gender and diver- 
sity lens to their 
strategies, policies, 
and programs for 
recovery. 

- Child care re- 
quires a short-term 
strategy to weather 


the pandemic and 
longer-term, sys- 
tem-wide reforms 
to improve accessi- 
bility and afford- 
ability. 

- Workforce de- 
velopment _initia- 
tives should focus 
on defining critical 
skills, accelerating 
women’s reskilling, 
and ensuring their 
skills are utilized — 
with a focus on in- 
creasing their par- 
ticipation in skilled 
trade, technology, 
and engineering 
roles in fast-grow- 
ing sectors. 

Entrepreneur- 
ship should be un- 


derstood as a path- 
way to economic 
growth, and an in- 
clusive ecosystem 
is critical to sup- 
porting women en- 
trepreneurs. 
Flexible work 

arrangements are 
one way to level the 
playing field for 
women and im- 
prove organiza- 
tional outcomes. 

The full report 
can be read by vis- 
iting the OCC web- 
site at 
occ.ca/wp-con- 
tent/uploads/OCC 
-shecovery- 
final.pdf. 


Mississauga nets prestigious Top 20 ranking 


The City of Missis- 
sauga’s Economic 
Development Office 
(EDO) has’ been 
ranked one of the 
top 20 local and re- 
gional groups repre- 
senting Canada’s 
Best Locations by 
Site Selection maga- 
zine. 

The ranking is 
based on corporate 
end-user facility in- 
vestment, job cre- 
ation data and the 
magazine’s own re- 
search. It is the 
fourth year in a row 
that the office has 
received the honour. 

“Given our strate- 
gic location and 
highly skilled and 
talented workforce, 
Mississauga is an at- 
tractive place for 
businesses of all 
sizes looking to in- 
vest. Working to- 
gether, we will 


remain a hub for 
jobs and prosperity 
ane 


in the years to 
come,” Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie 


Crombie said earlier 
this week. 

The 2020 results 
are based on data 
from Apr. 1, 2019 to 
Mar. 31, 2020. The 
selection process in- 
cludes: 

- The number of 
new facilities and 
expansions per 
capita 

- Project capital in- 
vestment per capita 

- Job creation per 
capita 

- Subjective analy- 
ses of website re- 
sources, 
programming and 
outreach efforts 

“We’re honoured 
to receive this recog- 
nition for the fourth 
year in a row. I really 
want to acknowl- 
edge the hard work 
of the Economic De- 
velopment Office 
during such an un- 


predictable and dis- 
ruptive time,” said 
Bonnie Brown, the 
city’s Director of 
Economic Develop- 
ment. “In securing 
business, the city 
continues to deliver 
on its strategic plan, 
including building 
and expanding our 
local economy.” 

In a statement, the 
city said it continues 
to attract creative 
and innovative com- 
panies with recent 
investments that in- 
clude: 

- Plug and Play: co- 
located in BASF’s 
head office to work 
with start-ups to test 
solutions in sectors 
such as_ supply 
chain, food, materi- 
als, energy, mining 
and automotive. 

- Goodfood Market 
Corp: slated to open 
in summer 2021; in- 
vested in a 200,000 
square feet fulfil- 


ment centre, which 
will create 2,000 
jobs. 

- Printful: opening 
at the end of 2020, 
invested in $2.8 mil- 
lion to develop a ful- 
fillment centre, 
creating up to 50 
jobs. 

- Sire Biosciences: 
opened new head- 
quarters that will in- 
clude operational 
headquarters for Fu- 
sion Nutrition Inc. 

White Studios 
Inc.: opened a 
181,000 square feet 
production space — 
its second studio lo- 
cation in Missis- 
sauga. 

The city will be 
highlighted along- 
side other top Cana- 
dian economic 
development groups 
in Site Selection’s 
September 2020 
issue. 


Snow Clearing Program Opens 


for Registration 


Mississauga is now 
accepting applica- 
tions for its 
Windrow Snow 
Clearing Program 
for some residents 
needing snow clear- 
ing assistance. 

The program is 
available for up to 
300 residents who 
are 65 years or 
older, or who have a 
physical disability. 

Program partici- 
pants can expect to 
have a three-metre 
space in __ their 
windrow cleared 
during the winter 
season. A windrow 
is the pile of snow 
left at the end of a 
driveway after the 
street has been 
plowed. The pro- 
gram does not in- 
clude the clearing of 
the whole driveway. 

“We understand 
the challenges that 
some residents face 
when it snows,” said 
Mickey Frost, the 
citys Director of 
Works Operations 
and Maintenance. 
“Our windrow serv- 
ice makes winter 
easier for program 
participants to deal 
with throughout the 
season.” 

Winter crews will 
clear a space in a 
resident’s driveway 


beginning up to 36 
hours after the end 
of a snow storm and 
when road plowing 
is completed. 

Windrow snow 
clearing may not be 
to bare pavement, 
but will make the 
driveway safe and 
passable for one car 
to get in and out. 

The last day to 
apply is Friday, Nov. 
6at 4:30 p.m. The 
program will start 
on Nov. 30 and run 
through Mar. 12, 
2021. 

The cost of the 
pug is $200, 

ut free for residents 
who meet financial 
assistance criteria. 

Residents can 
apply by download- 
ing and printing an 
application form on- 
line at 
mississauga.ca/win 
drow, and submit- 
ting the completed 
form and required 
documents in-per- 
son at any commu- 
nity centre service 
desk, or by mail at 
rec.info@missis- 
sauga.ca. 

For more informa- 
tion about the pro- 
gram, visit 
mississauga.ca/win 
drow. 
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Testing clinic opens for residents with possible 
COVID-19 symptoms 


In preparation for 
the approaching 
cold and flu season 
and potential future 
waves of COVID-19, 
William Osler 
Health System an- 
nounced earlier this 
week that it will be 
opening a dedicated 
clinic to test, med- 
ically assess and 
provide care for 
people with cold, 
flu-like and possible 
COVID-19 = symp- 
toms. 

Symptoms of 
COVID-19, the cold 
and the flu are very 
similar and testing 
is the best way to di- 
agnose which of 
these illnesses a 
person may have. 

Osler’s COVID-19, 
Cold and Flu Clinic 
will serve people 


with moderate 
symptoms and who 
need to see a physi- 
cian for care. 

The clinic, which 
opened at Peel Me- 
morial Centre on 
Tuesday, will oper- 
ate from 10 a.m. - 6 
p.m. daily. 

Beginning on Oct. 
1, hours will expand 
to 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

“Typically during 
influenza season, 
hospitals see an in- 
crease in visits from 
patients with symp- 
toms. This year, the 
presence of COVID- 
19 makes this surge 
much more com- 
plex, and a dedi- 
cated response is 
needed to support 
our community,” 
said Dr. Naveed Mo- 
hammad, __ Osler’s 


President and CEO. 
“The (clinic) will in- 
crease access to safe 
assessment and 
testing for people 
who have symp- 
toms, and will pro- 
vide an additional, 
convenient option 
for care outside of 
Osler’s Emergency 
Departments.” 

In astatement, the 
hospital said it has 
performed more 
than 165,000 
COVID-19 tests — 
the most of any hos- 
pital in Ontario. In 
addition to this new 
Clinic, Osler’s 
COVID-19 _ Drive- 
Thru Testing Cen- 
tres in Brampton 
and Etobicoke will 
continue to operate, 
serving people who 
have no or mild 


symptoms, and 
want to be tested for 
the virus. 


“Throughout this 
pandemic, Osler has 
Catania es 
stepped-up its ef- 
forts to combat 
COVID-19, and test- 
ing remains critical 
to reducing the 
virus’ spread,” said 
Dr. Mohammad. 

“With a dedicated 
focus on both test- 
ing and care, our 
new COVID-19, 
Cold and Flu Clinic 
is another impor- 
tant part of Osler’s 
comprehensive 
COVID-19 response 
and will increase 
our capacity to sup- 
port the health and 
safety of the com- 
munity.” 

Appointments are 


not required for the 
clinic, which will 
serve all residents 
over the age of six 
months who have 
moderate COVID- 
19, flu and/or cold 
symptoms, includ- 
ing fever (tempera- 
ture of 37.8°C or 
above) not caused 
from a known infec- 
tion or illness; plus 
any worsening: 
cough, shortness of 
breath, sore throat, 
hoarse voice, runny 
nose or sneezing, 
nasal congestion, 
loss of taste or 
smell, nausea and 
vomiting, or diar- 
rhea or abdominal 
pain, flu-like illness, 
pink eye/redness of 
eye(s). 

Patients will be 
provided with and 


required to wear 
masks and use hand 
sanitizer prior to en- 
tering the clinic. 
Residents who are 
unsure about 
whether they should 
visit a testing centre 
should contact their 
family doctor or call 
Telehealth Ontario 
at 1-866-797-000. 
Osler’s COVID-19 
Testing Centres at 
South — Fletcher’s 
Sportsplex (Bramp- 
ton) and the Hum- 
ber College overflow 
parking lot (Queens 
Plate Drive and 
Highway 27) remain 
open daily from 8 
a.m. - 6 p.m. and 
patients do not re- 
quire an appoint- 
ment or referral to 
receive a test. 


Is gun and gang violence on the rise globally? 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


The United States 
just marked the nin- 
teenth anniversary of 
Sep. 11th, the dead- 
liest terrorist attack 
in world history. And 
to this day, terrorist 
organizations and at- 
tacks are on the rise 
around the world. 

Such attacks are on 
the rise in the world 
today because of a 
rise in disillusion- 
ment and detach- 
ment from _ civil 
society. 

The qualities of pa- 
tience, peace, disci- 
pline, obedience to 
adults, and the wis- 
dom of observation 
are declining in chil- 
dren and young peo- 
ple; young people are 
immediately striving 
to fulfill what they 
think. 

Some young adults, 
especially those in 
areas that are already 
war-torn or de- 
pressed, have little 
regard for _ laws, 
rules, principles or 
etiquette; they are 
outraged by today's 
bullying, injustice, 
oppression, and 
bribery system. 

They have no de- 


sire to live. That's 
why they are getting 
involved in drugs 
and violence, and in 
the intensity of 
youth, they take re- 
venge, destroy and 
endanger them- 
selves. Opportunities 
to fulfill intentions 
are being explored. 

Terrorism is on the 
rise all over the 
world due to uncer- 
tainty, indecisive 
governments and a 
lack of meaningful, 
positive opportuni- 
ties for youths. Ter- 
rorists are being 
provided with 
money, drugs, luxury 
items and_ well- 
equipped modern 
army weapons by the 
worst people on the 
planet. 

Stateside, the im- 
pact of such negative 
behaviour has also 
had a trickle-down 
effect into our 
youths. Today, chil- 
dren's toys and injec- 
tors are also being 
used as weapons. 
Ninety-nine percent 
of the films portray 
violence and revenge 
against figures of au- 
thority, such as min- 


isters, officials and 
police officers. 

Tyrants, thieves, 
robbers and anti-na- 
tional smugglers are 
portrayed as anti-he- 
roes, or even as posi- 
tive role models who 
steal and pillage for 
themselves. 

Experts say that a 
child up to the age of 
ten has seen thou- 
sands of rape scenes, 
murder, robbery, 
and weapon usage in 
popular media, 
meaning childhood 
is being turned vio- 
lent. 

Weapons available 
to terrorists are not 
available to the po- 
lice or paramilitary 
today. The weapons 
were seized from the 
terrorists or the 
street shooting, gun, 
and gang violence 
today. 

While growing up, 
some youths had the 
idea in their minds 
that when they grow 
up, they will could 
the army for the se- 
curity, development, 
and progress of their 
country. By becom- 
ing honest and loyal 
leaders, and serve 


their country and 
people, _ sacrificing 
their lives to save 
their country from 
enemies while living 
within a code pf obe- 
dience and _ princi- 


es. 

If today's children 
and youth are asked 
what they will be- 
come when _ they 
grow up, all children 
and youth will say 
that they will become 
film actors, dancers, 
or singers when they 
grow up. 

The brightest 
youngsters are ready 
to go abroad; those 
who can't go are un- 
employed and look- 
ing away from jobs 
or businesses due to 
bribery, drugs, cor- 
ruption, manipula- 
tion, dishonesty, 
injustice, unemploy- 
ment and other ex- 
tremist factors. 

Because of the loot- 
ing of public and pri- 
vate money’ by 
leaders, officials and 
public figures, it has 
become a daily oc- 
currence in newspa- 
pers and TV 
channels. It is being 
shown on_ social 


—o- 


media and in movies, 
and most of the poor 
and compelled youth 
are also enduring 
such political atroci- 
ties. 

They blame _ the 
ministers, leaders, 
officials, and admin- 
istration for the on- 
going looting in the 
country and seek re- 
venge: corruption, 
looting, dishonesty, 
manipulation, agita- 
tions to end injustice. 

They are prioritiz- 
ing violence, and 
most of today's youth 
are adopting the rev- 
olutionary thinking 
of easy money. 

Those in power op- 
press the poor - the 
workers and_ the 
peasants, forcing 
people to commit 
suicide and looking 
for weapons to be- 
come terrorists. 

We've also seen 
drug dealers encour- 
aging other youths to 
resort to violence 
and fight for their 
rights. 

It is not the fault of 
children and youth; 
they want to live, 
laugh, dance, jump, 
enjoy life, do a lot for 


their country, society 
and the public, but 
their dreams, 
thoughts, feelings, 
intentions, passion, 
patriotism, duties, 
responsibilities, hard 
work and loyalty all 
begin to wane in 
their degrees which 
they are not tolerat- 
ing because they had 
forgotten patience 
since childhood. 
Good leadership is 
key, and we cannot 
fall prey to the zeal of 
manipulation, 
bribery and injustice. 
No parent wants 
their children to be 
forced to live in for- 
eign countries, leave 
their parents forever 
and wander abroad, 
but parents also un- 
derstand that their 
country's system 
does not respect 
scholars, but every 
system abroad. 
Governments, ad- 
ministrations, police, 
and courts are hon- 
est, loyal,  disci- 
plined, fair and 
respectful. It’s time 
to make a_ global 
stand against terror- 
ism, in all its forms. 
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Type 2 diabetes landscape 


during COVID-19 


A recent survey revealed that more than half of Canadians living with type 2 diabetes 
(56%) are not aware that Diabetes Canada published Clinical Practice Guidelines* 


Gen X (39-54) 


551 Canadians surveyed self-identify O O a a 
as having been diagnosed with type 
2 diabetes by a medical professional 


Boomers (55-73) 


Of the Canadians living with type 2 diabetes: 


recently had challenges in 
managing their glycemic control, 
including: 
* Access to health care team (89%) 
* Eating right (43%) 
* Maintaining a healthy lifestyle (33%) 
* Proper self-monitoring (29%) 


are learning about the condition 
somewhere: 
* Doctor (80%) 
* Diabetes nurse educators (27%) 
* Pharmacists (18%) 
* Online searches (17%) 


‘70 of Canadians living with type 2 diabetes 
have asked their health care support team 
(physician, nurse and/or pharmacist) about 
new treatments 


.%o of Canadians living with 
type 2 diabetes welcome any 
new treatments their physician 
may recommend 


Boomers are more likely to find it 
of Canadians living with type 2 diabetes ct allen ging (61%) or would be anxious 
. (72%) to start a new therapy during 
have not asked their health care support team 
(physician, nurse and/or pharmacist) about pandemic, as access to physicians/ 
new treatments pharmacists is limited 


the current COVID-19 global health 


If you or someone you know is living with type 2 diabetes and needs information 
or support, please visit Diabetes.ca or DiabetesCareCommunity.ca 


Online survey of Canadians diagnosed with type two diabetes completed May 20-26, 2020 using Maru/Blue’s online (e) 
Canadian consumer panel. The margin of error for this study was +/- 2.5%, 9 times out of 10. 


*The Diabetes Canada Clinical Practice Guidelines are intended to guide practice; inform general patterns of care; 
enhance diabetes prevention efforts in Canada; and reduce the burden of diabetes complications. Pe Pr 
http://guidelines.diabetes.ca/cpg novo nordisk 
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City approves new Youth Plan. 


Mississauga is 
putting its eye on 
spearheading the 
positive develop- 
ment of its youth, 
through a new set 
of recommenda- 
tions approved 
Wednesday. 

The city’s Gen- 
eral Committee 
approved the 
2020 Youth Plan 
at their Sep. 16 
meeting, which 
sets out a series 
of recommenda- 
tions to boost 
programming 
and services for 
kids and teens 
over the next five 
years. 

“We are excited 
to move forward 
on our youth plan 
and build on the 
progress we have 
made so far,” said 
Mayor’ Bonnie 
Crombie. “Mis- 
sissauga iS a 
youth-friendly 
city that is re- 
spectful, inclu- 
sive and 
forward-think- 
ing. A_ place 


where young 
adults are mean- 
ingfully engaged 
and thrive as 
equal members of 
the community. 
We are_ also 
happy to renew 
our participation 
in the Peel Cli- 
mate Change 
partnership, en- 
suring it remains 
meaningful and 


accountable. 
These recom- 
mendations are 


centred around 
five focus areas: 
Use of space 
and new _ pro- 
gramming oppor- 
tunities inclusion 
Access and 


supportive envi- 
ronment; youth 
leadership and 
employment op- 
portunities 
Communica- 

tions targeted to 
youth 

- clarity between 
the city and part- 
ners 

The 2020 plan 
builds on_ the 
progress made by 
the 2009 Youth 
Plan, with a focus 
on the Recreation 
Division, its 
Community De- 
velopment Unit 
and staff serving 
youth in_ the 


City’s community 
centres, staff said 


earlier this week. 
Through re- 
viewing the 2009 
Youth Plan and 
developing the 
2020 Youth Plan 
for Recreation, 
staff identified is- 
sues and oppor- 
tunities that are 
relevant to youth. 
The plan will 
support how the 
city’s Recreation 
Division ad- 
dresses the needs 
of its youth, 
through program 
and service deliv- 
ery and commu- 
n i t y 
partnerships. 


International students call for 
changes to immigration rules 


Current and former 
international students 
protested in front of 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Chrystia _ Freeland's 
Toronto office this past 
weekend demanding 
changes to Canada's 
immigration rules. 

Sarum Rohm, an ad- 
ministrator at the Mi- 
grant Workers Alliance 
for Change, which is 
leading a joint cam- 
paign of migrant stu- 
dents, said the 
COVID-19 epidemic 
was causing a lot of 
problems for interna- 
tional students in 
Canada's job market. 

Millions lost their 
jobs during the 
COVID-19 crisis in 
Canada, including a 
large number of inter- 
national students. 
Being unemployed, 
they cannot apply for 
permanent residency 
(PR) in Canada. 

As a result, interna- 
tional students have 
demanded that the 
federal and state gov- 


ernments relax their 
immigration rules. 

Apart from this, pro- 
testors said they 
should also be pro- 
vided employment so 
that they can pay for 
their education and 
living expenses. 

It may be mentioned 
that these interna- 
tional students have 
recently filed an online 
petition and put their 
demands before the 
federal government. 

The petition has 
been signed by more 
than 18,000 interna- 
tional students. The 
petition mentions 
other major demands 
including making the 
work permit renew- 
able. These include the 
provision of work per- 
mits to the families of 
international students, 
the reduction of sky- 
rocketing fees, and the 
granting of permanent 
Canadian __ residency 
status to immigrant 
students. 


The City of Bramp- 
ton's Entrepreneur 
Centre and Tourism 
Office have joined 
forces to offer an in- 
tensive six-session 
venture program fo- 
cused on food and 
beverage. 

This program is 
designed for food in- 
novators who are 
ready to be part of 
the Brampton expe- 
rience. In six ses- 
sions, participants 
will turn a unique 
sauce, snack or meal 
into a CPG [Con- 


sumer Packaged 
Goods] product 
ready for retail 
shelves. 


The final session 
will be a 15-minute, 
1 on 1 branding ac- 
tivity with an experi- 
enced food industry 
branding specialist. 

The Food Venture 
Program will be 


leading the program 
with input from in- 
dustry experts. Top- 
ics include: Food 
Science & Recipe 
Development, 
Guidelines for Food 
Packaging & Nutri- 
tion Labelling, Food 
Product Sales, Web- 
site Design, Brand 
Development & So- 
cial Media and an 
individual brand 
consulting meeting. 
All participants 
who complete the 
six modules will 
have an opportunity 
to pitch their prod- 
uct for the chance to 
win one of two $500 
pitch cash prizes. 
For more informa- 
tion or to apply, visit 
the registration page 
at survey.constant- 
contact.com/sur- 
vey/ao7ehb3micmk 
f45ewcy/aoitykf5b3 
lot/questions. 
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Dufferm-Caledon athletes go for gold in new program 


Athletes and their 
coaches in Dufferin- 
Caledon will be able 
to continue their 
quest for gold at na- 
tional and interna- 
tional competitions 
through a new fi- 
nancial support pro- 
gram, the province 
announced Tuesday. 

The Quest for Gold 
program, which was 
announced by the 
Ontario govern- 
ment, aims to pro- 
vide$6.36 million in 
direct financial as- 
sistance to 1,438 
high-performance 
athletes to ensure 
they can pursue 
their dreams of ex- 
cellence at home in 
the province. 

Athletes in the 
program will receive 
funding that helps 
offset costs of train- 
ing and living ex- 
penses, which could 
include rent, costs to 
attend a training 
camp, equipment 
and tuition/educa- 
tion-related ex- 
penses. 


“This year, the On- 
tario government is 
supporting 15 local 
athletes from Duf- 
ferin-Caledon in 
their quest for gold,” 
said Dufferin-Cale- 
don MPP Sylvia 
Jones earlier this 
week. 

“The Quest for 
Gold program pro- 
vides much needed 
funding and support 
to our athletes, so 
that they can con- 
tinue pursuing their 
dreams on an inter- 
national stage.” 


Dufferin-Caledon’s 
15 local recipients of 
this year’s provincial 
funding include par- 
ticipants in Freestyle 
Ski, Sledge Hockey, 
Gymnastics, Golf, 
Rugby, Volleyball, 
Basketball, Soccer, 
Bobsleigh and Ath- 
letics programs. 

“This has been a 
challenging and un- 
precedented time 
for Ontario’s ama- 
teur athletes and 
sport sector, but 
today marks an im- 
portant step in their 


==, - 
ieelitieipants take part in a recent track race in 
Caledon. Athletics programs will benefit from 
a new “Quest for Gold” program announced 
by the province earlier this week. (Photos 
Courtesy of 310Running.com) 


recovery,” said Cul- 
ture Minister Lisa 
MacLeod. “Helping 
out —_high-perfor- 
mance athletes re- 
turn to the podium 
is part of our gov- 
ernment’s commit- 
ment to supporting 
a double bottom 
line, that drives our 
economy and 
strengthens our cul- 
tural fabric.” 

The Quest for Gold 
program will allow 
amateur athletes to 
focus on becoming 
the best in their 


THE COMPASS 


HKEEKHKHE 


We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 
* Volunteer 

* Host a food drive 

* Follow us on social media 


sport, and improv- 
ing Ontario’s and 
Canada’s standing at 
international com- 
petitions, said 
MacLeod.. 

Past Olympic 
medallists Penny 
Oleksiak, Andre De 
Grasse, and 
Gabrielle Daleman 
have received Quest 
for Gold funding. Of 
the 43 Ontario ath- 
letes who medaled 
at the 2018 
Pyeongchang 
Olympics and Para- 
lympics, 34 were 

a - = a 


Quest for Gold ath- 
letes. 

The province also 
said it would provide 
up to $12.3 million 
to Canadian Sports 
Institute Ontario 
over three years, and 
up to $3.21 million 
to the Coaches Asso- 
ciation of Ontario 
over three years to 
support high-perfor- 
mance athletes and 
their coaches as they 
go for gold. 


www.thecompass.ca 
fy CompassFoodBank 


PEEL 


WEEKLY 


Digital Newspaper 


| PDN September 17, 2020_Layout 1 9/17/2020 4:12 AM Page 23 


—e- 


Sep. 17, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | LIFESTYLE 23 


LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Caledon unveils new community centre 


by Alex Gregory 


Caledon’s newest 
community centre 
is finally a reality. 

The long-brewing 
community project 
made a big splash 
Monday after dig- 
nitaries and com- 
munity partners 
came together for a 
ribbon-cutting cer- 
emony to mark the 
centre, which will 
open on Sep. 21 fo 
select services and 
programs. 

“T’m excited that 
our newest com- 
munity centre, in 
Southfields is 
opening soon,” 
said Mayor Allan 
Thompson. “This 
new community 
centre will not only 
provide traditional 
recreation oppor- 
tunities but also 
service as a unique 
hub to help meet 


the broader social 
needs of the com- 
munity.” 

The centre will be 
open for a limited 
number of pro- 
grams and service 
due to the COVID- 
19 pandemic. 

Starting on Sep. 
21, residents will 


Submitted Photo 


a Angee 


be able to register 
for swimming, 
aquafitness and 
the fitness room — 
by appointment 
only through the 
Town of Caledon 
website 
(caledon.ca). 

Among the activ- 
ities offered are 


swimming (with 
the Town’s first 
two-tank  swim- 
ming pool), a new 
fitness centre, 
multi-purpose 
spaces, youth and 
seniors’ rooms and 
an aerobics studio. 

The centre will 
also be home base 


for several commu- 
nity organizations, 
including Bright 
Scholars Montes- 
sori Caledon, Pun- 
jabi Community 
Health Services, 
Caledon Public Li- 
brary, Caledon 
Community Serv- 
ices and the Cale- 


Southfields 


Community Centre 


don Parent-Child 
Centre / EarlyON 
Centre 

Residents can get 
a sneak peek of the 
facility by visiting 
the project website 
at caledon.ca/ma- 
jorprojects. 


United Achievers set to celebrate milestone at awards ceremony 


It’s a milestone 
celebration - and 


everyone is in- 
vited! 

The United 
Achievers’ Club 


will celebrate its 
4oth anniversary 
with a special on- 
line ceremony 
commemorating 
the event and cel- 
ebrating its 
newest — scholar- 
ship recipients on 
Saturday, Oct. 3, 
from 7 - 9 p.m. 
This year, 13 
students will be 
recognized with 
scholarships 
through the gen- 
erous sponsor- 
ship of 
long-standing 
community part- 
ners and other in- 
dividuals, as well 
as from _ funds 
raised by the club 


through its an- 
nual fundraising 
events. 

Billed as a land- 
mark event, this 
year’s celebration 
will be hosted 
completely on- 
line, with a spe- 
cial keynote 
speech by Peel 
District School 
Board coordinat- 
ing principal Ra- 
sulan Q. Hoppie, 
along with special 
emcee Charles 
Matthews Jr. of 
CMJ Entertain- 
ment. 

The event brings 
out educators and 
supporters from 
across the region 
annually to recog- 
nize the efforts of 
the winners, who 
hail from various 
schools including 
Central Peel, St. 


Thomas Aquinas 

and Mayfield Sec- 

ondary, among 
others. 

Since the UAC 
was formed in 
1980, more than 
400 students 
have been hon- 
ored with nearly 
$400,000 in tu- 


Several of 
the 
scholar- 


Photo) 


ition assistance. 
The  organiza- 
tion accepted sub- 
missions from 
interested schol- 
arship applicants, 
which were 
graded on 10 dif- 
ferent factors in- 
cluding academic 
achievements and 


volunteer work in 
the community. 
The Achievers’ 
Club also gives 
back to the com- 
munity through 
various fundrais- 
ing initiatives, in- 
cluding past 


events such as an 
pancake 


annual 


breakfast and 
fundraising golf 
tournament. 


Admission is 
free for the event. 
Guests/viewers 
are invited to reg- 
ister through the 
Eventbrite link at 
bit.ly/3hfcK. 


This time of year, 
wasps are a nuisance 


and especially aggres- 
sive. 
With everyone 


spending more qual- 
ity time on outdoor 
patios — being stung 
by those pesky wasps 
or hornets can be very 
unpleasant — or just 
plain dangerous if 
you are allergic. 

Wasps are attracted 
to anything sweet so 
bee sure to always 
check your drinks 
when you are outside 
- every time before 
taking a gulp. 

Two of my friends 
have had their lips 


PDN September 17, 2020_Layout 1 9/17/2020 4:12 AM Page 24 


stung this fall, when 
they unknowingly 
drank in this pesky 
critter. 

Avoid swatting at 
them because they 
will pursue you if 
threatened. 

If you are stung and 
haven't been diag- 
nosed as allergic and 
do not have an 
EpiPen — you may 
start to swell around 
the area. 


If you begin to have 
trouble _ breathing 
and/or feel your 


throat is closing - or 
have that feeling of 
‘doom’ - call 911 im- 
mediately. 


—e- 


Do not wait. Tell the 
g11 dispatcher you 
were just stung and 
think you are having 
an anaphylactic reac- 
tion. 

If you are stung and 
have been diagnosed 
- use your EpiPen — 
immediately. 

Again, do not wait 
to see just how bad it 
is going to be. 

Call 911. Do not try 
to drive yourself to 
the hospital. Your 
blood pressure could 
suddenly start to 
drop. 

In case you are wor- 
rying about over re- 
acting, this is an 
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This Wasp Season... Please “Bee” Careful! 


by Debbie Bruce, Canadian Anaphylaxis Institute 


important message 
recently posted on 
Facebook by a local 
paramedic. 

"I wanted to share 
an experience I had 
the other day. lama 
paramedic and a 
mom of a peanut/nut 
allergic son. We went 
to a call for a woman 
stung by a wasp. 

She had already self 
administered 2 
EpiPens by the time 
we got there. I pro- 
ceeded to follow up 
with benadryl. She 
had no complaints at 
this time. Zero symp- 
toms. All vitals stable 
and good. 

Shortly before we 
left for the hospital 
she started to clutch 
at her throat. Zero 
other symptoms just 
so everyone is aware 
(some believe it needs 
to be two systems in- 
volved). 

This poor woman 
ended up with five epi 
plus an epi drip and 
still had to be intu- 
bated and is in icu. 
She told me the last 
time she had four epis 
and was intubated as 


well. 
The sting _ site 
looked like a bug bite. 


No swelling, no hives, 


nothing but a tight 
throat. And it closed 
fast. 

My point in sharing 
this, never leave 
home without at least 
2 epi pens and know 
that anaphylaxis 
doesn't have to be 2 
systems involved. 
Speak to your aller- 
gists and get an action 
plan. Mine for my son 
is to epi immediately 
even without symp- 
toms. This call the 
other day totally 
drilled that home. Be 
safe everyone." 

If you are diagnosed 
as being allergic to 
bees and wasps, ask 
your allergist about 
immunotherapy 
(often called “allergy 
shots”) for insect 
venom. This therapy 
is strongly recom- 
mended as it has been 
shown to be up to 90 
percent effective. 

Restaurants: Do 
you have an EpiPen 
on hand — beside 
your AED...? Itcan be 
life-saving — with an 
anaphylactic reaction 
— just like with a heart 
attack - seconds 
count! 

Did you know your 
staff are required to 
be trained on how to 


recognize an anaphy- 
lactic reaction and 
how to administer an 
epinephrine auto in- 
jector? 

WSIB requires all 
businesses - including 
city facilities, shop- 
ping malls, restau- 
rants, etc. - to have 
workers trained in 
first aid. 

This training in- 
cludes how to treat an 
anaphylactic reaction. 
There is at least one 
first-aid trained 
worker on every shift 
- depending on the 
size of the business. 

All first aid trainers, 
approved by WSIB, 
are required to pro- 
vide anaphylaxis 
training - which in- 
cludes how to admin- 
ister an epinephrine 
auto injector. 

An individual who 
provides emergency 
first aid assistance, is 
protected from liabil- 
ity by Ontario’s Good 
Samaritan Law. 

Epinephrine auto 
injectors do not re- 
quire a prescription 
and are designed and 
intended for use by 
the general public. 

For more informa- 
tion on anaphylaxis, 
visit epipen.ca. 


Brampton Celebrates Bike Mo 


In celebration of 
Bike Month and 
the many benefits 
of cycling like 
promoting physi- 
cal and mental 
wellbeing, reduc- 
ing traffic conges- 
tion and helping 
reduce air pollu- 
tion, the City of 
Brampton is en- 
couraging resi- 
dents to get on 
their bikes and 
explore all the 
community has to 
offer. 

There are more 
than 260 kilome- 
tres of trails and 
pathways in 
Brampton. As 
part of the Active 
Transportation 
Master Plan, the 


City has desig- 
nated a 40 kilo- 
metre City Loop, 
including Etobi- 
coke Creek Trail 
on the west edge, 
Mayfield Multi- 
use Path on the 
north edge, Heart 


Lake Conserva- 
tion Area, Esker 
Lake Trail, 


Franceschini 
bridge and Chin- 
Bac OUsy Trail on 
the east edge, and 
the Kennedy Val- 
ley Trail exten- 
sion, Westcreek 
Boulevard, Dixie 
Road Multi Use 
Path on the south 
edge. 

A network of 
well-connected 
bike lanes and 


recreational trails 
also make travel 
by bike a safe and 
desirable option 
for work, recre- 
ation and school 
trips. Cyclists 
must do their part 
to keep Brampton 
streets, sidewalks 
and trails safe. 
Cyclists are also 
reminded _ that 
under Bramp- 
ton’s Traffic By- 
law, only bicycles 
with wheels less 
than 50 centime- 
tres (20 inches) 
are permitted on 


sidewalks. 
Wheels of this 
size are ical of 


children’s bikes. 
In April, the city 
implemented in- 


nth Online Punjabi classes 


trim ike lanes launching soon 
Geek pe Punjab Charity On- graphs and gram- 
These qnterim tario (Canada) will mar. 


bike lanes pro- 
vide an alterna- 
tive cycling 
option to recre- 
ational trails for 
residents, and 
allow cyclists to 
maintain physical 
distancing. 

Bike racks are 
also available on 
every bus, making 
it easier than ever 
to move around 
the city. 

For more tips on 
Bike and Ride, 
visit the City of 
Brampton web- 
site at bramp- 
ton.ca. 


launch online Pun- 
jabi classes soon. 
The organization 
said earlier this week 
that students will be 
given basic informa- 
tion about Punjabi 
language at four lev- 
els prescribed in 
these classes. 
Level-1 will cover 
Punjabi letters 
(Panti) and Mukta 
words, Level-2 will 
cover letters, sylla- 
bles, quantities and 
words, Level-3 will 
have sentence struc- 
ture, Grammar 
(Words, Gender 
Change and _ Sen- 
tence) and Level-4 


Information will 
cover compound 
sentences, para- 


The organization, 
which also hosts an 
annual food drive for 
the needy and occa- 
sional blood dona- 
tion camps, said 
Friday that students 
will be taught by ed- 
ucated and trained 
teachers from Pun- 
jab. There will be a 
maximum of 10 stu- 
dents in a class. 

To be enrolled in 
these classes, the 
child must be at least 
nine years of age and 
the syllabus of each 
class will be as per 
the above four levels. 

To enroll in these 
classes, visit the Pun- 
jab Charity Ontario 
(Canada) website at 
Punjabcharity.org. 


A time of har- 
vest is a very im- 
portant time. Itis 
the ending of the 
earth’s year from 
the hibernating of 
the seeds to the 
harvesting of the 
crops or the dying 
off of the foliage 
for this year. 

Everything 
changes and that 
is a life cycle of 
birth, life and 
death. We are 
constantly going 
through changes 
even though we 
don’t realize it. 

This year has re- 
ally shown us to 
think differently 
about who we are 
and who the peo- 
ple in our lives 
are. It showed us 
the people who 
are there but we 
don’t always see 
them. It showed 
us how important 


our family, 
friends and 
neighbours are. 

We became 
more of a com- 
munity going 


through the same 


PDN September 17, 2020_Layout 1 9/17/2020 4:12 AM Page 25 


difficult times 
and wondering 
how we_ were 
going to get 
through this. 

We lost family 
members, jobs, 
homes, work 
places and_ so 
much more. It 
was like we were 
going through a 
time of ending 
without us think- 
ing that. Every- 
thing changed. 

So now what? It 
is a time of con- 
templation. Like 
the crops, do we 
plant more next 
year or let the 
earth rest to re- 
gain its richness 
and then plant 
the next year. 

Everything 


needs to be 
thought out and 
not just keep 


doing the same 
old that we al- 
ways did. The 
earth is the same. 

We have to feed 
the fields to main- 
tain their richness 
to grow another 
crop. So, do we 
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even though we 
don’t think of 
ourselves in that 
way. 

So how do we 
feed ourselves. 
Where do I start? 
Where do you 
start? What do 
you need? 

So many started 
exercise pro- 
grams at home. 
So many did more 
with their fami- 
lies and children. 
People cooked 
more because so 
many restaurants 
were closed. 

Bars were closed 
but not the liquor 
stores. The week- 
end of going out 
and drinking and 
dancing weren’t 
there anymore. 
What a change in 
our lives? It 
made us take a 
step back and just 
wonder what was 
next. 

Even now if we 
continue what 
was our life style 
before the pan- 
demic, it isn’t the 
same because we 
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Health and Wellness - A Time of Harvest 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


aren't. We have 
changed whether 
we think we have 
or not. 

So many mar- 
riages broke up — 
the result of the 
pandemic — no, 
not really! More 
people went out 
and rescued pets 
and brought them 
home. People are 
now considering 
moving to less ex- 
pensive commu- 
nities. 

Will it work — 
yes for that rea- 
son, but what else 
will they gain? 

So not the har- 
vest is here. It is 
time to restart our 
year. In a few 
weeks go out to 
the country and 
look at the empty 
fields. 

Take the time to 
get out of your car 
and just stand 
there and look at 
it. Look at it as if 
it is you and your 
life. The year has 
ended and an- 
other is set to 
start again and so 


are you. 
The winter will 
come and_ the 
seeds that 
dropped during 
the fall will sleep 
waiting to burst 
forth in spring. 

What has 
changed for you 
and has dropped 
waiting to sleep 
and then burst 


forth in the 
spring. What do 
you want for 


yourself? What is 
your life like? Do 
you like it? Then 
what do you need 
to change? Is it 
making you 
happy then if not, 
what will? 

Remember _ if 
you have chil- 
dren, if you aren’t 
happy, then ei- 
ther are they. 
What makes you 
happy, makes 
them happy. 

It is time to con- 
template what 
you want to scat- 
ter in those empty 
fields to grow in 
you next year. 
Not everything 


will work but it is 
a start on making 
the changes you 
need to do. 

It all starts with 
you and accepting 
the fact that 
change is good for 
you. It freshens 
you and allows 
you to see and be 
different. Like 
emptying your 
closet and being 
able to see clearly 
what is there. 
You deserve that. 

Get back in your 
car and_ look 
down the road 
that is ahead of 
you and now look 
at what was be- 
hind you. Which 
will you travel? 

Smile and then 
decide. Open 
your window and 
allow the breeze 
to fill you with 
freshness. 

It is time to har- 
vest. It is time for 
you to harvest 
and let go so you 
plant new. Enjoy 
the planting of 
newness in your 
life. 


TaketThePle gePee! 


PeelPolice.ca/TakeThePledge 
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Haviah Mighty Drops New Video One Year After Polaris Prize Win 


It has been one 
year since Bramp- 
ton-based hip-hop 


artist, Haviah 
Mighty, won the 
coveted Polaris 


Music Prize for her 
2019 album, 13th 
Floor. 

On Wednesday, 
Haviah celebrated 
with a new video for 
album track "Bag 
Up," a song she pro- 
duced with her 
brother Mighty 
Prynce. Directed by 
Keethan Krish and 
produced by Rack & 
Pinion, the "Bag Up" 
is a bold, fashion-for- 
ward video showing 
Haviah stepping 
even further into her 
power. 

Says Haviah about 
the new video, “As 
we develop a more 
keen sense of neces- 
sary change in this 
country, and = as 
COVID 19 simulta- 
neously leaves us in a 
state of uncertainty, 
we need a reminder - 
in hypeman form - to 
find our new state of 
normalcy. We have 


to continue to strive 
towards our goals, 
yearning to find suc- 
cess despite these 
setbacks. 'Bag Up' is 
the celebration of 
that yearning. 
Through tribal 
drums and infectious 
synths, are lyrics of 
fierce effort within 
self, to quite literally 
earn money doing 
what one loves,” 

On July 1st 
(Canada Day), stand- 
ing in solidarity with 
Black, Indigenous 
and marginalized 
communities world- 
wide, Haviah 
launched her video 
for "Thirteen," a 
song about the 
painful plight of 
Black people in 
North America. 

Referencing the 
Thirteenth Amend- 
ment's abolishment 
of slavery, the lyrics 
and accompanying 
illustrated video by 
Toronto artist, Theo 
Kapodistrias, ex- 
posed the roots of 
systemic racism. 

Haviah started the 


year off building mo- 
mentum with key US 
headline shows in 
Los Angeles, New 
York, a major 
freestyle on SWAY in 
the Morning's '5 Fin- 
gers Of Death', and 
was tapped for NPR 
Music's ‘Austin 100' 
ahead of her SXSW 
debut before the 


pandemic postponed 
events. 

Last year, Haviah 
became the first hip - 
hop artist, as well as 
the first Black 


woman, to win the 
Polaris Music Prize 
for her 2019 album, 
13th Floor. 

The project high- 
lights Haviah’s re- 


lentless work ethic 
and vast sonic influ- 
ences; ranging from 
classic Rap/Hip hop 
elements to 
Caribbean rhythms, 
frenetic electro, and 
diverse instrumenta- 
tion, while tackling 
marginalization and 
racism head-on as 
Haviah proclaims 


self-love as a Black 
woman. 

In a_ statement, 
Haviah said she is 
currently working on 
new music and is ea- 
gerly awaiting the 
moment she can get 
back on the stage to 
perform. 


New workshops bring art to seniors 


The #Monster- 
Arts for Youth Sen- 
iors (MAY Seniors) 
program, which 
provides South 
Asian art work- 
shops to seniors 
within the GTA, an- 
nounced Monday 
that is changin 
with the times an 
offering free virtual 
workshops in 
music, dance and 
visual arts. 


The MAY Seniors 

rogram is offered 

ry MonstrARTity, a 
not-for-profit arts 
organization in 
Mississauga which 
also produces the 
#BollywoodMon- 
ster Mashup festi- 
val. 

The focus of the 
MAY Seniors pro- 


gram is to address 
community issues, 
as there are very 


few cultural and 
language-specific 
programs available 
to South Asian sen- 
iors. 

Through interac- 
tive workshops that 
are led by experi- 
enced and profes- 
sional artists, the 
goal behind the 
MAY Seniors pro- 

ram is to reduce 
eelings of isolation 
and help build ca- 


maraderie through 
the various art 
workshops. 

“MAY Seniors is a 
special program 
that was created for 
our South Asian 
seniors and our 
goal is to ensure 
our __ participants 
feel they’re part ofa 
community,” says 
Vikas Kohli, Execu- 
tive Director at 
eat enter 
“This year specifi- 
cally has drastically 
affected — seniors, 
and with the im- 
mense support 
from our wonderful 
funders, we, fortu- 
nately, can provide 
them with work- 
shops. that will 
allow them to come 
together and put a 
smile on _ their 
faces.” 

Seniors interested 
in the MAY seniors 

rogram can look 
orward to enter- 


taining and _fun- 
filled workshops. 
“All the seniors par- 
ticipated in the 
workshop with 
vigour and excite- 
ment and became 
more active by 
clapping, singing 
along and some 
dancing on _ the 
floor,” says Deepak 
Sharma, Coordina- 
tor of the Vaishno 
Devi Temple sen- 
iors group. 
The 


[music] 
artist, Pushpinder 
Rana received 


plenty of compli- 
ments for a good 
workshop and I re- 
ceived many mes- 
sages in our 
atsApp group 
from the seniors in 
praise of this music 
workshop.” 

This year work- 
shops are being of- 
fered in multiple 
languages such as 
English, Hindi, 


Punjabi, Tamil and 
Gujarati. 

MonstrARTity 
will be_ providing 
the technical re- 
quirements and 
support needed to 
ensure the program 
is accessible, at no 
cost to seniors and 
seniors’ groups 
who request it. 

In addition, a lim- 
ited quantity of free 
art kits will be 
available and sen- 
iors will have the 
opportunity to win 
prizes as well. 

Residents who are 
65+ and/or affili- 
ated with a seniors’ 
group in the 
Greater Toronto 
Area, and would 
like to enroll in the 
MAY seniors pro- 
gram, can visit the 
project website at 
monstrartity.com/ 
monsterartsfory- 
outh/seniors/. 
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Streaming Radio 24 / 7 


LISTEN 
MUSIC 


Great music from the 
60’s through Today. 


Special Blues music nightly 
Murder Mystery’s overnight 


PEEL 


NEWSTALK 


Your information station 


News, business, lifestyle! Hear from our 
community leaders, politicians and more! 
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Our bad times do not make us weak, but stronger 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


If you  under- 
stand to deal with 
the situation and 
the courage to 
fight the problem, 
then bad times do 
not make us weak 
but make us 
strong. 

These moments 
are a test of your 
ability, hard work, 
passion, persever- 
ance, character 
and understand- 
ing. They also 
teach us if our 


dire circum- 
stances send us 
away. 


Just as a good 
diet is essential 
for strengthening 
the body, good 
thoughts are nec- 
essary for enhanc- 
ing the mind. 

Only with the 
combination of 
body and mind is 
it possible to over- 
come our circum- 
stances. Learn to 
agree on things 


you can't change. 
Learn to ignore 
things that have 
nothing to do with 
you. 

If you try to 
change the people 
around you, you 
will be disap- 


pointed. You 
change your atti- 
tude towards 


those people, and 
they will change 
too. 

The biggest 
problem or diffi- 
culty is not in so- 
ciety but our own 
thinking. 

The more we 
discuss about our 
issues, the more 
they bother us. 
We know the 
problems but do 
not know the so- 
lution. 

Often, the advice 
of the loser and 
the experience of 
the winner are 
beneficial. Some- 
one asked how 


much hard work it 
takes to succeed, 
and the answer 
was, "No matter 
how hard a Nobel 
Prize winner 
works, no matter 
how hard you 
work, no one can 
stop you." 

Often, we lose 
the battle of pa- 
tience without 
inner strength. 
They say if you 
can't fly, then run, 
if you can't run, 
then walk, if you 
can't walk, then 
roll but don't stop. 

A hobby is not 
just a fulfillment 
of leisure time, 
but a passion and 
passion that never 
lets you get tired. 
The soul beats 
only in the flow of 
life. This life is a 
combination of 
passion and con- 
sciousness. 

Love in the heart 
and music in the 


soul. Etiquette 
with a smile on 
your face. If you 
are in good 
health, then look 
around you, how 
many people are 
longing for good 
health. 

Short stature is 
not an obstacle, 
but the real obsta- 
cle is the short 
stature of your 
thinking. 

A dark-skinned 
girl is worried 
about why she is 
not white. The 
white girl is wor- 
ried that her hair 
is too short. A 
good, mature girl 
is worried that 
she is too short. A 
smart girl is con- 
cerned that she is 
overweight. 

Many are trou- 
bled by their own 
ugliness, and oth- 
ers are troubled 
by their habits. 
Most of our prob- 


lems, WOITies, 
anxieties are re- 
lated to ourselves. 
Understand that 
an issue that has 
no solution is not 
really a problem. 

In our anxiety, 
we often forget to 
fight the situation. 
Learn to accept 
the truth. Usually, 
girls or women 
who are more 
emotional also 
have a lack of tol- 
erance. 

If the weather 
changes, it is a 
natural law that 
the timing of our 
lives also changes. 
Capital accumu- 
lated in easy days 
comes in handy in 
difficult days. 

If devotion, wor- 
ship and hobbies 
become a passion, 
then it seems bet- 
ter to fight with 
difficulties. Diffi- 
culties and obsta- 
cles are like speed 


brakes on the 
road of life, which 
saves us from 
many accidents. 

Never let the 
people who sup- 
port you move 
forward in life 
break the trust of 
the people who 
trust you. These 
partners maybe 
your parents, rel- 
atives, friends, or 
well-meaning 
people around 
you. If you are 
good at yourself, 
other good people 
will always be 
ready to support 
you. 

Many people 
were born into 
low-income fami- 
lies. Nevertheless, 
they have gained 
fame in the world 
through their 
abilities, talents, 
skills, and you can 
do it too. 


Caledon Public Library Expands Visiting Library Services 


Do you _ need 
books and other li- 
brary materials 
but are unable to 
travel to the li- 
brary? 

In alignment 
with the Town of 
Caledon’s COVID- 
19 Recovery Plan 
and the proposed 
action for “Sup- 
porting Commu- 
n 1 t y 
Connectedness”, 
Caledon Public Li- 
brary (CPL) is ex- 
panding itsVisiting 
Library Service 
(VLS). 

Suspended since 
Mar. 2020, the 
Caledon Public Li- 
brary’s VLS pro- 
gram had 
volunteers deliver- 
ing library materi- 
als to homebound 
seniors. 


The expanded 
version of this pro- 
gram will be to 
provide drop-off 
and pick up library 
services to Cale- 
don residents who 
are unable to visit 
their local library 
branch due_ to 
COVID-19 or other 
challenges. 

“We are nowina 
position to reintro- 
duce an expanded 
version of the pro- 
gram whereby vol- 
unteers will 
provide a contact- 
less drop-off and 
pick-up — service” 
says Gillian Booth- 
Moyle, Branch 
Manager. 

“Once a month 
volunteers will 
drop off and pick 
up library materi- 
als outside the 


homebound resi- 
dent’s home.” 

The service is 
open to all mem- 
bers of the com- 
munity who have a 
valid Caledon Pub- 
lic Library card. 


The library is 
also recruiting vol- 
unteers who can 
commit to 1-2 
hours a month, are 
18 years of age or 
older, with a valid 
driver’s __ license 


and have their 
own mode. of 
transportation. 

If you are in need 
this service or are 
interested in vol- 
unteering, please 
contact Gillian 


Booth-Moyle, 
Branch Manager, 
at (857) 905-1400 
ext. 217 or email 
vls@caledon.li- 
brary.on.ca. 


by E.C. Munson 


They know how 
to have fun! 

We all know 
that ‘girls just 
wanna have fun’, 
and for the North 
End Girls, MJ 
Brunet, Del Fox- 
ton, Michele 
Taras, and Millie 
Tseng, that is fun 
with an artistic 
flair and flourish 
of paint brushes, 
acrylic pours, 
Rees of 
municipal hydro 
boxes, and recy- 
cling for hand- 
made papers 
later used in 
artistic creations. 

The four cre- 
atives met as 
members of the 
Orangeville Art 
Group, although 
two of them, Del 
Foxton and MJ 
Brunet also are 
artist members 
of Headwaters 
Arts in Alton, 
who are currently 
hosting an exhi- 
bition with their 
works. 

Coming from 
many different 
areas of southern 
Ontario, Michele 
Taras, formerly 
from Brampton 
and prior to that, 
Mississauga, and 


aaa 
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Del Foxton both 
currently live in 


Mono. 
Del and _ her 
husband go 


south in the win- 
ter to their place 
in the Bahamas 
although that 
plan — changed 
with the latest 
hurricane which 
devastated the is- 
lands. 

MJ Brunet is in 
East Caledon, 
having recently 
moved there 
from Newmar- 
ket. Milly Tseng 
is from Bramp- 


ton, the most 
southern point of 
the group. 


Pieces in their 
signature styles 
can be found on 
the Orangeville 
Art Group’s 
Facebook page. 

Del Foxton can 
be found up to 
her elbows with 
hand-made 
paper from her 
recycling efforts, 
which are then 
fashioned into 
such unique 
sculptural pieces. 

Millie Tseng’s 
Facebook page 
shows two de- 
lightful minia- 
tures which were 


—e— 


just accepted into 
the Helson 


Gallery’s Creative 
Outlets 
tion. 


Exhibi- 


this exhibit will 
reflect the cre- 
ativity that peo- 
ple | embraced 
during the shut- 
ting down of the 
province this 
spring across a 
vast spectrum of 
expression, in- 
cluding graphic 
arts, crafts, writ- 
ten word, sewing, 
carving and more 
artisan modes. 
Given the sev- 
eral months of 


The theme foe 
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Behind the Scenes With... Those North End Girls 


limited access to 
groups and gath- 
erings, these four 
creatives, like so 
many others, 


duce. With the 
easing of restric- 
tions and _gal- 
leries reopening, 
now there is the 
next challenge, 
how to get that 
art out there in 
front of people. 
So despite their 
name, the North 
End Girls de- 
cided to migrate 
further south and 
are currently ex- 
hibiting under 
their group name 


continued to pro- 


at the Steve Wil- 
son Studios and 
Gallery in Niag- 
ara Falls, On- 
tario. 


The joy of creat- 
ing individually 
is compounded 
when — working 
with other artists 
who have _be- 
come friends. 
This is evident 
when in a video 
clip that these 
comrades made 
after hanging 
their show, 
which can be 
found by visiting 
Facebook (face- 
book.com/del.fo 
xton/posts/1015 
8740997141963). 
Steve Wilson, a 
former resident 
of — Inglewood, 
made his move 
south a few years 
ago to set up a 
larger __ studio, 
teaching area, 
and to open his 
gallery. 
The steady flow 
of his contacts 
continues south 
along the Niag- 
ara Escarpment 
to his Gallery. 
The North End 
Girls exhibit is 
the second one in 
as many months 


eget 
< =) 


from artists in 
the north end of 
Peel Region and 
the Headwaters 
Region, specifi- 


ae", 


PC 


Th —) 
ss 


cally the Bramp- 
ton and Caledon 


areas. 
Steve also re- 
Sa adjudi- 
cate the art 


submissions for 
the Headwaters 
Arts annual fall 
show and festi- 
val, 

The Artful Re- 
vival, which 
opens Sep. 16 
and hangs 
through Oct. 4 at 
their gallery in 
the ton Mill 
Arts Centre. 

North to south, 
crossing — back 
east to west, the 
networking of 
these creatives 
demonstrates the 
strong web of 
connectedness 
underlying their 
joy in creating 
and sharing 
within their ex- 
tended commu- 
nities. 

And yes, it is 
worth that short 
trek south to see 
the North End 
Girls show. 
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Brampton Library Reopens Branches for Select Services 


Brampton Library 
announced last 
week that its Chin- 
guacousy, Four 
Corners and 
Springdale _ loca- 
tions have re- 
opened for holds 
pickup, com- 
puter/wifi use and 
printing. 

At the same time, 
Curbside _ Pickup 
has expanded to in- 
clude Cyril Clark, 
Gore Meadows, 
Mount Pleasant 


Village, South 
Fletcher’s and 
South West Branch 
Libraries. 


“These past few 
months have been 
challenging for all 
of us and we have 
missed seeing you 
in our branches. 
Taken together, in- 
branch and curb- 
side service gives 
you the flexibility to 
pick up your bor- 
rowable materials 
at all eight 


branches of 
Brampton Library 
and return them at 
your convenience 
through our 24- 
hour external drop 


boxes,” noted 
Jaipaul Massey- 
Singh, Brampton 
Library Board 


Chair and Susan 
Bartoletta, Bramp- 
ton Library Interim 
CEO on the Li- 
brary’s blog. 
Stressing the ut- 
most importance of 


health and safety 
for customers and 
staff alike, the li- 
brary system said 
last | Wednesday 
that it has intro- 
duced the following 
protocols in collab- 
oration with the 
City of Brampton: 

- During hours of 
operation at the re- 
opening branches, 
the public will be 
asked to leave every 
90 minutes for 
cleaning breaks 


: Plexi-glass 
shields have been 
installed at all serv- 
ice points 

- In compliance 
with the City of 
Brampton Manda- 
tory Mask Bylaw, 
everyone must 
wear a mask in all 
Library buildings 

Everyone is 

asked to self-moni- 
tor for symptoms of 
illness and_ not 
enter a_ Library 
branch if feeling 
unwell 

Chinguacousy, 
Four Corners and 
Springdale Branch 
Libraries will be 
open Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fri- 
days and Saturdays 
at the following 
times: 

-10 - 11:30 a.m. 

+12 - 1:30 p.m. 

- 2 - 3:30 p.m. 

-4-5:30 p.m. 

These branches 
will also be open on 
Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at the 


following times: 

+12 - 1:30 p.m. 

+ 2- 3:30 p.m. 

- 4 - 5:30 p.m. 

-6- 7:30 p.m. 

Cyril Clark, Gore 
Meadows, Mount 
Pleasant Village, 
South  Fletcher’s 
and South West lo- 
cations will offer 
Curbside Pickup on 
Mondays, Wednes- 
day and Fridays, 
from 2-5 p.m. 

All services are of- 
fered on a first- 
come, first-served 
basis. The Library 
is encouraging cus- 
tomers to check 
their website for 
the latest service 
updates and _ to 
keep in touch on 
Facebook, Insta- 
gram and Twitter 
(@bramptonli- 
brary). 

Customers can 
also pick up their 
held items at any of 
Brampton Library’s 
eight locations. 


MAC Micro Grant Winners Announced 


The Mississauga 
Arts Council (MAC) 
has announced the 
Phase One winners 
of their 2020 Micro 
Grants Program. 

The council an- 
nounced last week 
that fifteen artists 
and group projects 
have been awarded a 
total of $21,000 for 
their works, benefit- 
ting artists and resi- 
dents. 

- Jasmine Sawant, 
writer, is awarded 
the Theatre in the 
Park grant of $5,500 
for their play “Pan- 
demic Pandemo- 
nium”, an original 
work that will look 
at life during the 
COVID-19 lockdown 
and the experience 
of near and not-so- 
near family mem- 
bers over months. 

- Angela Chao, vi- 
sual artist and film- 
maker, was awarded 
the Artists on Film - 
South Asian Women 


Grant of $6,000 for 
“Mississauga Cre- 
ates: South Asian 
Creatives”. 

This short docu- 
mentary will high- 
light South Asian 
Women artists 
working in poetry, 
visual arts and film- 
making. Sharing 
their stories will pro- 
vide motivation and 
encouragement to 
others and demon- 
strate some of the 
diverse talent in 
Mississauga. 

Wali — Shah, 
speaker, poet, was 
awarded the Touring 
Words of Meaning 
Grant of $2,500 for 
their proposal to de- 
liver a poetry anthol- 
ogy written on 
timely and relevant 
social issues (Black 
Lives Matter, 
COVID-19, and im- 
migrant/POC narra- 
tive) as well as 
pieces on Missis- 
sauga. 


Qurat _— Dar, 
emerging author 
and spoken word 
artist, also won a 
Touring Words of 
Meaning Grant of 
$2,500 for their 
project, “Hot Damn 
It’s a Queer Slam - 
Mississauga”. 

This tour will put 
on a series of poetry 
slams and_ work- 
shops live in Missis- 
sauga or online, 
each including a fea- 
tured LGBTQ+ poet 
in an open mic. 


Eleven Missis- 
sauga-based musi- 
clans; Dimitri 


Hyacinth, Tennyson 
King, Justin Moy, 
Paige Blossom and 


Danny Lwin, 
Cmagics5, Shan Fer- 
nando, Andrea 
Arthur, Abhishek 
(Abby V), = Cat 


Bernardi, and Vivek 
Mehmi also received 
a Musicians as Video 
Makers Grant, each 
receiving access to a 


one-year subscrip- 
tion to Adobe Pre- 
miere Pro and six 
hours of free in- 
struction in video 
editing, digital mar- 
keting and _ social 
media impact. 
Using this software 
and guidance, each 
musician will create 
their own music 
video that will then 


—o- 


be presented and 
promoted in MAC’s 
online ‘Sauga Show- 
case on a date to be 
announced. 

Over the past year, 
MAC members have 
volunteered to work 
at the Rama Gaming 
Centre on Battleford 
Road, raising the 
Micro Grant monies 
as well as funds for 


Open Mics and other 
public arts program- 
ming. Stay tuned for 
the announcement 
of additional win- 
ners of Visual Arts 
and Dance Micro 
Grants. 

For more informa- 
tion, visit missis- 
saugaartscouncil.co 
m. 


by Purabi Das 


This takes me back 
to the time when I 
was newly arrived to 
Canada, a shy young 
woman trying her 
best to set up home 
in the country of her 
choice. 

Underneath — that 
shyness though, 
there was a steely de- 
termination to ven- 
ture out into a world 
that was completely 
alien when compared 
to the one she had 
left behind. 

And so, we come to 
the most important 
question. How did I 
find my first job? I, 
who had never 
worked in my entire 
life, in the sense that 
I had never made 
money off of the edu- 
cation I had received. 

Like most Indian 
girls during that 
time, we _ received 
first class education, 
but did not dream of 
getting a return on 
investment. 

It so happened our 
neighbour had sort of 
taken me under her 
wing. On her way to 
work, she would slip 
the Scarborough 
Mirror, published 
every Wednesday, 
through the mail slot 
of our apartment 
door, probably be- 
cause she knew how 
lonely it can get being 
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by oneself with only a 
four year old for 
company. 

I would pick up the 
paper, read it from 
beginning to end 
then set it aside. 

Until, one fateful 
day, my eye fell on an 
ad for a proof-reader 
at a publishing com- 
pany in Toronto. 

I devoured the ad 
and with a wildly 
beating heart started 
to make a list of rea- 
sons why I should get 
the job — I was fluent 
in English, had a 
Bachelor’s in English 
Lit., highly enthusi- 
astic and absolutely 
raring to go. 

Without breathing 
a word to my hus- 
band, I phoned the 
place and got an in- 
terview. Next hurdle, 
how to get to this 
place. There were 
three bus transfers 
involved. 

Undaunted, I set 
out, dressed in a nice 
outfit, high heels and 
a smart purse swing- 
ing from my shoul- 
der. The interview 
was set for 10am and 
I arrived with plenty 
of time to spare. I 
was flying high. 

However, once the 
interview was over all 
that new found en- 
ergy plummeted to 
the ground leaving 


jo 
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me extremely tired 
and hardly able to 
even contemplate 
taking three buses 
home. 

So what did I do? I 
phoned for a taxi. 

The gentleman who 
had interviewed me 
gave me a concerned 
look and asked if I 
would be able to 
make this journey 
7 day if I got the 


Of course, I assured 
him, that won’t be a 
problem. 

The taxi arrived 
and I flopped on the 
seat with a huge sigh 
of relief. Having rid- 
den an emotional 
roller coaster since 
the night before I was 
ready to spend the 
rest of the day, once 
the interview was 
over — doing nothing. 

Yes, that’s how 
drained I felt. 

The same _after- 
noon they rang to say 
I had got the job. I 
was thrilled to bits. I 
had achieved some- 
thing entirely on my 
own. 

The small town in 
India where I grew 
up and lived until 
graduating did not 
offer any opportuni- 
ties for young girls 
other than a good ed- 
ucation — we were 
not supposed to work 
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for a living. 

So, the first job of 
my life found in 
Canada, will always 
remain a landmark 
for me. 

I have another 
memory related to a 
job interview and I 
would be remiss if I 
did not mention it 
here. 

I had been looking 
for a job closer to 
home. I had never 
been one of those 
lucky ones who could 
boast a mere five 
minute commute. 

When the opportu- 
nity arrived, well 
maybe not a five 
minute commute but 
definitely a shorter 
one than the one I 
had at that time, I 
immediately put out 
feelers. The result — 
an invitation to inter- 
view. 

The morning of the 
interview, I was up 
and ready way ahead 
of time so was com- 
pletely unprepared 
when I got hopelessly 
lost. This was before 
GPS. I had done a 
Mapquest, had the 
directions beside me 
and was driving fol- 
lowing its instruc- 
tions. 

So, how did I hap- 
pen to get lost? 

My interview was 
supposed to start at 9 


a.m., and it was now 
almost 8:55. 

In a panic, I pulled 
into an office build- 
ing, rushed up to re- 
ception and asked for 
directions. I was told 
that I wasn’t very far 
from my destination. 

Out I rushed again 
and running past a 
man who was just 
about to enter the 
same building, 

I flung myself in the 
car and started the 
engine. 

The same man hur- 
ried over and asked if 
everything was al- 
right. 

I nodded, not dar- 
ing to speak, so close 
was I to tears. 

He must have seen 
the utter panic in my 
face for he asked 
again if I was okay. 

This time, I blurted 
out the truth that I 
couldn’t figure out 
the entrance to this 
place I was supposed 
to be at for an inter- 
view. He pointed it 
out to me. 

That building had 
been staring at me all 
this time — I had 
been too frazzled to 
recognize it. 

Anyway, he then 
produced his cell 
phone and insisted I 
call that office to let 
them know I had got 
lost but would be 


there momentarily. 

How fortunate to 
have met such a won- 
derful, caring and 
kind individual. He 
saved the day for me. 

I was able to do a 
great interview with 
the knowledge that I 
had made a good im- 
pression — for I had 
been able to commu- 
nicate to them the 
reason for my late- 
ness. 

I got the job. I like 


to believe _ that 
through the kindness 
of a complete 


stranger I had been 
able to make a good 
impression, thus tilt- 
ing the _ balance 
slightly in my favour. 


Purabi Das is an 
emerging writer, 
and poet, who gave 
up her job to concen- 
trate on writing her 
first novel, and an 
anthology of short 
stories and poems 
some of which have 
been published on 
commuterlit.com. 

Purabi was re- 
cently featured at 
Open Mic organized 
by Writer’s Commu- 
nity of Durham Re- 
gion where she read 
an excerpt from her 
novel. 


Life Tips with Life Coach Sam Jasso 


Q) Hi Sam: I am 
in a relationship 
crisis right now - I 
don’t know if my 
fiancee wants to 
marry me. I quit 
my lousy job just 
before our wed- 
ding, and now 
we've had to post- 
pone it. What 
should I do? 

A) What she feels 
is right. Having 
been in a relation- 
ship for five long 
years and after de- 
ciding to get mar- 
ried when she was 
24, we felt it was 
the right time. 

In your case, 


your fiancee is 
upset that you quit 
your job right be- 
fore marriage, 
forcing you to 
postpone it, indi- 
cating that there is 
a subconscious 
fear in you before 
getting involved 
and settling down. 

On your part, you 
quit a bad job, and 
you want to marry, 
but also want to 
struggle and make 
a mark by starting 
your own busi- 
ness, and you are 
only 27, based on 
what you've told 
me. 


Now, becoming a 
first-time  entre- 
preneur is both an 
adventure and a 
full-time job, and 
it takes years of 
sacrifice and a lot 
of hard work until 
you succeed. 

When you finally 
dream of marrying 
you and feel very 
happy, it is inap- 
propriate for you 
not to resign sud- 
denly without dis- 
cussing it with her. 

If you really love 
her and want to 
marry her and are 
not afraid to make 
such a promise, 


then you will be 
engaged to her and 
plan to marry her 
within a_ specific 
time frame (such 
as one or two 
years) after dis- 
cussing with her. 

However, please 
remember _ that 
self-employment 
is a risky business 
that requires all 
your attention and 
commitment. 

If you have not 
been in a relation- 
ship for many 
years and have 
promised to marry 
a girlfriend of the 
same age, there is 


—o- 


absolutely no 
problem. But it's 
different now. 

Therefore, please 
remember what 
you really want to 
do, because shak- 
ing in such an im- 
portant decision 
can significantly 
affect your girl- 
friend and her fu- 
ture. 

Personally, I feel 
you could have 
stuck with your 
bad job if you re- 
ally wanted to 
marry. Or have at 
least told your girl- 
friend to wait and, 
after knowing her 


mind proceeded 
further. 

It is water under 
the bridge now. 
So, at least now, 
plan properly, dis- 
cuss with your 
girlfriend and then 
act. All the best. 

It's my honour to 


serve you! 
Keep smiling! 
Keep safe! Until 
next time...! 


Submissions and 
questions may be 
sent via email to 
samjesso@yahoo. 
com. 


» Advertise with Us ! 


tories 
nee PEEL source For Local News S 


WEEKLY 
NEWS 


Advertise With Us ! 
Your Local newspaper! 
Put your business in front of our 
estimated 20,000 readers ! 


PDN September 17, 2020_Layout 1 9/17/2020 4:13 AM Page 33 


Sep. 17, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | FOOD 33 


Simple and Packed With Flavour - Baked Chicken Burgers 


Baked Chicken 


Burgers are a 
healthy dish that 
you can _ easily 
make at home. 

This is an amaz- 
ing chicken 
burger that can 
be made in just 
30 minutes. 
Fresh chicken 
patty is prepared 
with some spicy 
jalapenos and 
made with cheese 
slice and mustard 
sauce. 

So, what are you 
waiting for? Try 


‘ 


this easy recipe 
and enjoy with 
your loved ones 
on a weekend. 


Ingredients (for 
three servings): 


- 250 grams, 
minced chicken 
- one chopped 
onion 
half-cup 
chopped scallions 
half-table- 
spoon, onion 
paste 
salt, 
quired 


as Yre- 


- one green chilli 

- one teaspoon, 
powdered cinna- 
mon 

- three slices of 
tomato 

- three burger 
buns 

- one tablespoon 
mustard sauce 

- one egg 

- one bunch of 
chopped parsley 

: half-table- 
spoon, garlic 
paste 

four table- 

spoons of tomato 
puree 


- black pepper, 
as required 

- one teaspoon 
of oregano 

- one handful of 
lettuce leaf 

- one jalapeno 

- one tablespoon 
of butter 


Instructions: 


To prepare this 
dish, take a large 
bowl and add 
minced chicken, 
onion, scallions, 
parsley, onion- 
garlic paste, 


em 
3 
7. 4s Pa je 


we 


tomato puree, 
salt and pepper 
to taste, green 
chilli, oregano 
and cinnamon 
powder. Mix all 
the ingredients to 
prepare the patty 
mixture. 
Transfer to a 
baking tray and 
set like a loaf. 
Spread a_ thin 
layer of tomato 
puree on top and 
sprinkle cinna- 
mon powder. 
Bake for 30 
minutes at 120°C 
or until chicken is 
cooked through. 
In the mean- 
time, put a pan 
over medium 
flame and heat a 
teaspoon of but- 
ter in it. Add 
chopped onions 
in it and 
caramelize 
onions in it. 
Take the burger 
buns and _ cut 
them in halves 
from the centre. 
Now, slice the 
tomato _srings. 
Wash and keep 
the lettuce leaves 


ready. Grill the 
jalapeno and wait 
till the patties are 
ready. When the 
patties are ready, 
take out from the 
oven and switch 
it off. 

Cut them in the 
desired shape 
(we like them 
square-shaped). 

This is the time 
to put the cheese 
slices on top of 
the patties and 
place back in the 
warm oven, so 
the cheese melts 
a little bit. 

Place the buns 
on a hot pan with 
a teaspoon of 
butter and toast 
lightly and 
spread mustard 
on one side. Take 
the base of the 
bun and lay a let- 
tuce leaf on each 
bun. 

Place the patty 
with cheese and 
top it with a 
tomato slice, then 
caramelized 
onions and 
jalapenos. Put to- 
gether and serve. 


A Classic Caprese Sandwich That Hits The Spot! 
FoJ% 


Ingredients (for 
two servings): 


- three slices of 
mozzarella 
half-table- 
spoon, extra-vir- 
gin olive oil 
- two tomatoes 
salt, as re- 
quired 
one loaf of 
bread 
- half-table- 
spoon of bal- 
samic vinegar 
- six leaves of 


basil 
- black pepper, 
as required 
Instructions: 


To prepare this 


delicious dish, 
use Italian sub 
roll bread. 


Using a knife, 
slice the bread in 
two halves hori- 
zontally and 
toast if desired. 

Drizzle the in- 
sides of the bread 


with olive oil and 
balsamic vinegar. 
Layer basil and 
tomato on one 
half of the bread 
and season with 
salt and pepper. 


Top the toma- 
toes with moz- 
zarella slices and 
close the sub. 
Your Caprese 
sandwich is 
ready to be eaten. 
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COVID-19 in 2020... How I Coped 


by Elizabeth Webb 


COVID-19 bought 
a new acceptance to 
many of us, the re- 
alization that life 
was going. to 
change. But was it 
to change for the 
better or for the 
worse? 

Change means 
looking inward and 
exploring new op- 
tions to living our 
lives. 

As an avid ama- 
teur historian, re- 
enactor, Jane 
Austen fan 
amongst my main 
hobbies, there was 
a great change tak- 
ing place. 

No longer could I 


meet up with my 
fellow re-enactors, 
attend events run 
by historical sites or 
plan to get away to 
my 1812 campsite 
over the weekends 
of the Summer. 

So instead of get- 
ting grumpy and 
miserable a friend 
and I decided to get 
creative and draw 
on ideas that would 
bring our commu- 
nity together. 

We created two 
groups online using 
Zoom as the con- 
nector to keep 
everyone who 
wished to enjoy 
each other’s com- 


pany together. 

We messaged out 
through Facebook 
and _ anticipated 
some enthusiasm, 
but we discovered 
quickly it was so 
much more. 

Thursday nights 
saw a large group of 
history sewers, who 
had no place to go, 
but kept on sewing, 
online and ready 
for learning. 

Topics were cho- 
sen weekly about 
clothing and _ all 
things between the 
years 1800-1820. 

We shared our 
knowledge, books 
that would be suit- 


able reading stud- 
ies, what we cur- 
rently were 
working on and just 
happy chit-chat. 
However, this 
idea grew. After a 
number of weeks 
we were introduced 
to an Author who 
resides in the U.K. 
She had just pub- 
lished a new book 
about Regency life. 
We spent an hour 
enthralled in a 
question and an- 
swer session with 
this lovely lady. 
From there we 
brought in new 
speakers who were 
worldwide histori- 


ans. Our second 
group we created 
was Regency Ram- 
bles. 

AS we were in 
forced lockdown, I 
decided to create 
themed events. 
Once a month we 
gathered in our 
homes, dressed in 
Regency __ period 
clothing and _lis- 
tened to speakers 
who I called on to 
join us from around 
the World. 

Our first event 
was a Regency Af- 
ternoon Tea, the 
second was a Re- 
gency Breakfast 
and we will be hav- 


ing a_ Regency 
Luncheon in Au- 
gust. We explore 
and create menus 
that are based on 
the food of the 


time. 

We will be hold- 
ing a _ Regency 
Promenade = and 
Picnic now that we 
are at Level 3. 

So good things do 
come out of chal- 
lenges, our friend- 
ships have grown, 
new people have 
joined us and we 
also have learned 


so many new skills 
and shared our 
knowledge. 


COVID-19 Experiences as a Teacher 


by Blair Tremblay 


Just before the 
March Break, we 
found out that 
schools would be 


closed for the fol- 
lowing two 
weeks. 

That closure 


continued for the 
rest of the year. 
We switched to 
an online learn- 
ing environment 
using Google 
Classroom and 
Google Meet. 

We met online 
each day at 10 
a.m. Students 
completed daily 
work and assign- 
ments on line. 

I gave students 
opportunities to 
reach out to the 
community and 
to share their 
pandemic experi- 
ences. 

Students were 
given the oppor- 
tunity to create 
“We are all Team 
Canada” posters, 
posters of sup- 
port for frontline 
workers such as 
nurses, and an 


opportunity to 
submit art and 
experience for 
Historica 
Canada. 

As a teacher, my 
usual daily activi- 
ties included 
planning subject 
areas for online 


teaching. 
This included 
taking existing 


daily work and 
assignments and 
modifying them 
for the online ex- 
perience. 

This also in- 
cluded scanning 
in materials and 
taking photo- 
graphs of materi- 
als to use in the 
online environ- 
ment, as well as 
developing as- 
signments and 
tests to be used 
with students. 

The online 
teaching experi- 
ence was differ- 


ent in many 
aspects than the 
regular class- 


room experience. 
Early on, in the 


pandemic, I es- 
tablished __rou- 
tines in the 
online environ- 
ment. I used 
Google Class- 


room to distrib- 
ute assignments, 
daily work, mes- 


sages, and invita- 
tions to meet 
online. 


I would also 
meet daily with 
students on 
Google Meet. I 
would send a link 
to Google Class- 
room and _ stu- 
dents would log 
on. I would pre- 
pare a sheet of 
daily notes that 
included an in- 
spirational quote, 
reminders, and 
curriculum. 

After the teach- 
ing component 
students were ex- 
pected to leave 
the online envi- 
ronment and 
complete tasks as 
directed. 

Online teaching 
involved using 
videos, power 


points, online 
white boards, and 
PDF materials. 

I was then avail- 
able on Google 
Classroom 
throughout the 
day and evening 
to answer student 
questions. 

We had an on- 
line graduation 
on June 23. 

This involved 
video speeches 
from the Mayor 
of Mississauga, 
Catholic School 
Trustee, MPPs, 
School represen- 
tatives such as 
the Principal and 
Catholic School 
Council, and my- 
self as the Grade 
8 teacher. 

It was novel at 
first, but as time 
dragged on, it be- 
came the norm. 

If students un- 
derstood the 
work and the les- 
son it was not too 


bad. 
However, it be- 
came __ increas- 


ingly difficult to 


—o- 


help those stu- 
dents who had 
difficulties. 

In addition, 
there were con- 
cerns around pri- 
vacy. 

For instance, 
our online ses- 
sions were audio 
only for students, 
except on my 
part, if I had to 
teach a concept. I 
tried to use on- 
line tools and 
present my 
screen to teach. 

As time went 
online, I became 
more familiar 
with online tools 
and methods. 

Sadly, many 
events were can- 
celled and school 
took on a new 
form. Everyone 
worked to make 
the best of a bad 
situation. 

At the end of 
the school year 
students were in- 
vited to come to 
the school and 
pick up their be- 
longings. Many 


wore masks and 
gloves. It was a 
weird experience. 
Most last days for 
Grade §8’s_ are 
very emotional 
and moving. This 
seemed more 
clinical. 

I had ordered 
balloons as a nice 
way of welcoming 
Grade 8’s on the 
last day of school. 

The location 
that I had or- 
dered them from 
had a case of 
COVID-19 and, 
unfortunately, 
they had to close 
the store while 
public health 
tested staff and 
store staff did a 
deep clean. 

I had to acquire 
the balloons at 
another store. 

This was life 
during the pan- 


demic for a 
teacher at a 
school from 
March — June 
2020. 
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Navigating an Uncertain Year 


by Susan Ksiezopols 


Apprehension, 
great expectations 
and promises 
dawned on our un- 
charted journey of 
this 20th year of the 
3rd millennium. 

A fresh new 
decade, a coveted 
leap year with an 


Nestled iteminds - 
Catching tolerafice? 


extra day. How could 
we have known what 
awaited us? 

In January, men- 
tioning 2020 _ in- 
voked impressions of 
perfection. With the 
first two digits 


matching the last 
two digits, 


2020 


foretold balance 
which had not oc- 
curred since 1919 
and will not occur 
until 2121. 

But 2020  chal- 
lenged us to find bal- 
ance navigating 
through a_ global 
pandemic. Isolation, 
uncertainty, and 
shifting times took 
us out of our social, 
economic and physi- 
cal comfort zones. 

Our familiar life 
evaporated. We 
faced the interrup- 
tion and disconnec- 
tion of everything; 
ranging from the 
enormity of despair 
(not being able to say 
our last goodbyes 
and pay respect to 
the dying) to trivial 
things we took for 
granted (stopping at 
a local coffee shop to 


sit alone in a crowd 
for a cup of coffee). 

Our life erupted 
into silence and still- 
ness. Empty roads, 
closed malls, and 
quiet skies became 
the new normal. 
Everything came to a 
standstill. 

But 2020 also pre- 
sented unexpected 
opportunities for re- 
flection, and focus 
on an inward jour- 
ney to find peace, 


consolation and 
strength. 

For me, 2020 pro- 
vided time to 


recharge, find my 
inner balance and 
spend more time ap- 
preciating nature. 
Visiting cardinals, 
rabbits, dragonflies, 
even yellow and 
black butterflies 
made increasing ap- 


= 


pearances. Nature 
filled the void with 
spectacular sunsets 
to aid with coping. 

When the world 
plunged into self- 
isolation, nature 
came to the rescue, 
fueling my writing. 

It inspired me to 
create and express 
the hope and beauty 
taken for granted in 
the normal hustle 
and bustle of pre- 
non pandemic life. 

My writing has 
been my companion 
in navigating 
through this un- 
charted journey. 

I have been voicing 
my emotions and il- 
luminating my per- 
ceptions of my 
quarantine through 
poetry. In my daily 
practice of writing, 
fullness came along 


filling the emptiness 
(“nature abhors a 
vacuum”). 

Through writing I 
can settle in, process 
the immensity tak- 
ing place. It helps me 
gain comfort in new 
norms forming and 
contributes to a new 
sense of feeling con- 
nected beyond isola- 
tion, putting my 
mind at ease. 


Bloom 


Blooming buds 
Lean towards the 
sun’s golden arms 
Opening slowly 
Secretly savour the 
sizzle 

Stepping into 
oneness 

With the sun 
Making the day 
blossom 


tablished within the persistent eplipse of resolve ea 


pyright 2020 Susan Ksiezopolski 
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